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Trump’s tariff plan shows the risks he’s willing to take

By ZEKE MILLER and JILL COLVIN
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Exasperated by reports of a flood
of illegal border crossings, President Donald Trump sum-
moned his top immigration advisers to demand action.
Responding to his mounting concern, including his ex-
tfreme threats to entirely close the U.S.-Mexico border,
they prepared an alternative but still-inflammatory plan
to levy escalating tariffs on all Mexican imports to the
United States.
Thursday night's surprise announcement of the plan by
Trump, threatening to upend rafification chances for his
own revised North American free trade pact, demon-
strated the lengths to which the risk-taking president is
willing to go to crack down on illegal immigration, even
in the face of bipartisan criticism, legal challenges and
polarized public feelings. He's setting the tricky politics of
immigration and trade — the two issues that defined his
candidacy and bedevil his presidency — on a collision
course and injecting new tensions into his relations with
political allies as he struggles to show results in his cam-
paign for a second term. *Mexico has taken advantage
of the United States for decades,” Trump declared anew
in a tweet on Friday.

Continved on Page 2
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White House press secretary Sarah Sanders talks to reporters outside the White House, Friday, May
31, 2019, in Washington.
Associated Press
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That was the morning af-
ter he announced the 5%
tariff would kick in on June
10 — and increase monthly
to 25% "until the llegal Im-
migration problem is rem-
edied.”

“Because of the Dem:s, our
Immigration Laws are BAD.
Mexico makes a FORTUNE
from the U.S., have for de-
cades, they can easily fix
this problem. Time for them
to finally do what must be
done!” he said.

Debate over solutions
aside, indicators at the
border have indeed been
getting worse. For May,
officials said Thursday, ap-
prehensions are expected
to hit their highest level in
more than a dozen years
and ‘“significantly surpass
the record 109,000 in April,”
said acting Homeland
Security Secretary Kevin
McAleenan.

On Wednesday, a group
of 1,036 — including fami-
lies and unaccompanied
children — was appended
after crossing from Judrez.
That was the largest group
ever apprehended at the
border.

Nonetheless, Trump’s tariff
prescription for the prob-
lem was instantly panned
across the political spec-
frum Republican Sen.
Chuck Grassley of lowa, a
usual Trump ally and the
chairman of the Senate
Finance Committee, said
it was a “misuse of presi-
dential tariff authority” that
would burden American
consumers and ‘“seriously
jeopardize passage” of the
U.S.-Mexico-Canada pact
to modify the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agree-
ment.

“Imposing tariffs on goods
from Mexico is exactly the
wrong move,” said Neil
Bradley, executive vice
president of the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce , the es-
tablishment lobbying giant
that now is exploring legal
action to block the tariffs.
“These tariffs will be paid
by American families and
businesses without doing
a thing to solve the very
real problems at the bor-
der,” Bradley said, implor-
ing Congress and the presi-
dent to work together to
address border problem:s.
To both allies and critics,
the tariff escalation marks

In this April 9, 2019, file photo, trucks wait to cross the border with the U.S. in Ciudad Juarez,
Mexico.

the latest manifestation
of Trump's increasing reli-
ance on instinct and his
aides’ increasing unwill-
ingness or inability to con-
sfrain an impulsive leader.
Many of the people who
had once talked Trump out
of going through with his
most radical ideas, such as
completely shutting down
the southern border or re-
newing the controversial
immigrant child separation
policy, have been pushed
out of the administration,
including former Homeland
Security Secretary Kirstjen
Nielsen.

The tariff announcement
was made with a striking
amount of secrecy for the
leak-prone Trump admin-
istration, with barely two
dozen officials in the West
Wing aware of what was to
transpire. Trade Represen-
tative Bob Lighthizer and
other officials with trade
portfolios were not includ-
ed in the final discussions
Thursday and privately ex-
pressed opposition to the
move, according fo three
people familiar with the
matter who spoke only on
the condition of anonymity.
Trump is mindful that many
of his efforts to clamp
down on illegal immigro-
tion have been stymied
by courts or Congress, and
that his promise to build a

border wall will be far from
fulfilled by the time voters
decide his political fate
next year. With his cam-
paign depending on even
more of his hard-core sup-
porters turning out in 2020
than in 2016, Trump’s tfeam
is worried that the spike in
crossings could prove to
be a political headache
with his base. But in aiming
for progress on that fronf,
Trump is now throwing into
the wager another cam-
paign promise: approval
of his renegofiated North
American trade pact.
Sandwiched between two
presidential foreign trips,
and with senior adviser
and Mexico liaison Jared
Kushner out of the country,
the tariff announcement
caught many in the White
House and on Capitol Hill
unawares.  Press  secre-
tary Sarah Sanders insisted
that the White House had
briefed key lawmakers and
allies on the plan before it
was announced, though
some complained they
found out only at the last
moment, with no time to
provide feedback.

While the announcement
was a surprise, Trump's
ire over a sharp increase
in southern border cross-
ings and his demand for
increasingly drastic action
were not. Trump attorneys,
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including White House
Counsel Pat Cipollone, had
been studying how to ful-
fill the president’s wish for
weeks and seftled on the
tariff plan as a more legally-
sound move than Trump's
push to close the border.
White House officials assert
that the tariff announce-
ment was a negotiating
tool, designed to get Mex-
ico to act. And, perhaps
seeking to calm anxious
markets, they suggest the
faxes might never take ef-
fect.

“"We fully believe they have
the ability to stop people
coming in from their south-
ern border and if they're
able to do that, these tariffs
will either not go into place
or will be removed after
they go info place,” said
acting White House chief
of staff Mick Mulvaney.
Asked what Mexico can
do to avoid the levies,
press secretary Sanders
said a good start would
be for Mexico to send
home Cenfral American
migrants crossing through
their country to get into the
United States.

“They can refurn them
back home,” she said.
“They can stop these mas-
sive caravans from coming
through their country infto
ours. That would be a very
big first step.”(d
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Pilgrim shutdown ends nuclear power era in Massachusetis

By BOB SALSBERG
Associated Press
PLYMOUTH, Mass. (AP) —
The Pilgrim nuclear power
plant in Plymouth has per-
manently shut down af-
ter 47 years of generating
electricity, bring to a close
the era of nuclear power in
Massachusetts.

The final shutdown oc-
curred af 5:28 p.m. Friday.
Entergy announced in 2015
it would retfire Massachu-
setts’” only remaining re-
actor, citing competition
from less expensive energy
sources.

Entergy had said the shut-
down would take about
five hours with technicians
first reducing Pilgrim’s pow-
er output from the 40% to
26% to about 8%, before
launching the final step of
inserting confrol rods into
the fuel assembly to seal off
further nuclear reactions.
The focus now turns fo the
daunting task of cleaning
up and dismantling the
plant. The Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission is review-
ing Entergy’s proposal fo
sell Pilgrim to a private nu-
clear waste management
firm that promises a speedi-
er decommissioning.

The closing leaves Seao-
brook in New Hampshire
and Millstone in Connecti-
cut as New England’s only
still-operating commercial
nuclear plants.

A closer look at Pilgrim’s
shutdown:

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR
REGIONAL ENERGY SUP-
PLIES?

Pilgrim’s  retrement and
the loss of its 680 megao-
watts of power aren’t likely
to disrupt overall regional
energy supplies or the reli-
ability of the electrical grid,
according to experts.
ISO-New England, which
operates the region’s bulk

power system, says three
new power plants that can
burn either natural gas or
oil will be online by this sum-
mer and several small solar
facilities and a new wind
farm will also help absorb
the impact.

“"We've actually seen more
megawatts coming in than
the megawatts of Pilgrim
that are leaving,” said
Anne George, a vice presi-
denft for ISO.

The shutdown could result
in a short-term increase in
carbon emissions because
of the greater reliance on
the gas and oil-burning
plants, she added, though
longer range frends point
to growth in cleaner, re-
newable energy sources.
It's unclear whether Pil-
grim’s closing could affect
consumer prices. George
noted that nuclear power
generally enters the elec-
tricity market at lower pric-
es than most other fuels.
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

It's far from certain how de-
commissioning will unfold.
Entergy announced plans
last year to sell Pilgrim,
along with several other
retiring U.S. reactors, fo
Holtec International for de-
commissioning. The deals
are awaiting NRC approv-
al.

Holtec is promising an
aggressive  schedule for
cleaning up and removing
the physical plant within
eight years at an estimated
cost of $1.1 bilion. Absent
the sale, Entergy would
place Pilgrim into so-called
“safe storage” mode under
a $1.6 billion decommis-
sioning plan that could last
up to 60 years.

Massachusetts Aftorney
General Maura Healey has
raised several concerns

about the proposed sale
and has requested NRC

hold public hearings before
signing off.

Holtec has never owned a
commercial nuclear plant.
WHERE DOES RADIOACTIVE
FUEL GO?

Pilgrim's more than 4,000
spent fuel rod assemblies
will initially be placed in
“weft storage” — essentially
large pools of water where
the superhot fuel is cooled
for at least two years.

Next comes the “dry stor-
age” phase: The spent fuel
is fransferred into giant met-
al and concrete-reinforced
cylinders that stay at the
site unless or until a national
nuclear waste storage fo-
cility is created.

Existing storage casks are
kept on a pad adjacent
to the reactor, roughly
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Warning signs are posted near a gate to the Pilgrim Nuclear
Power Station, in Plymouth, Mass., Tuesday, May 28, 2019.

300 feet (91 meters) from
ocean’s edge and 25 feet
(7.6 meters) above sea
level. Plans are in the works
to build a larger pad and
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relocate it about 75 feet
above sea level, in part as
protection from flooding or
erosion induced by climate
change.(d
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Sanders, Harris seek Hispanic votes at California forum

By MICHAEL R. BLOOD
Associated Press
PASADENA, Calif. (AP) —
Bernie Sanders and Kamao-
la Harris dueled Friday over
Hispanic votes in California,
a cenfral front in the na-
fion’s immigration battle
where Latinos represent
the state's largest ethnic
group.

As the nation’s most popu-
lous state, California holds
a frove of 2020 delegates
that are being eagerly
sought by Democratic
presidential  rivals.  The
appearance of the two
prominent contenders at a
forum organized by immi-
grant rights activists kicked
off several days of intense
campaigning in the state,
which will culminate af a
state Democratic conven-
fion in San Francisco where
14 candidates are sched-
uled to appear.

Harris elicited a burst of ap-
plause when she told the
group that she was a proud
daughter of immigrants
from India and Jamaica,
then promised that if elect-
ed she would work for com-
prehensive immigration re-
form in her first 100 days in
office.

She also promised to end
the “hate-driven” policies
of the Trump administra-
tion, including the so-called
travel ban.

“This is a natfion that was
founded by immigrants,”
she said at one point. Any
delay, she said, brings more
human suffering when fam-
ilies are separated or treat-
ed unjustly.

Sanders took the stage to
chants of “Bernie, Bernie.”
He opened his remarks by
labeling President Donald

:

In this Sunday, May 19, 2019 file photo, Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Kamala Harris,
D-Cadlif., talks during her first campaign organizing event at Los Angeles Southwest College in Los
Angeles.

Trump a “racist” who was
frying to win re-election by
dividing Americans by skin
color and where they were
born.

If elected, "we are going to
do exactly the opposite,”
Sanders said.

Americans, he said, want
immigration reform and a
path to citizenship for the
millions of people who en-
tered the U.S. illegally.

He promised to bring an
administration to Washing-
tfon that “represents the
needs of the working peo-
ple of this country,” not just
the wealthy.

The Hispanic vote has be-
come increasingly impor-
tant in strongly Democratic
California, particularly in
a Democratic presidential
primary.

California was once a reli-
ably Republican state in
presidential elections, but

a surge in immigrants frans-
formed the state and its
voting patterns. The num-
ber of Hispanics, blacks
and Asians combined has
outnumbered whites in the
state since 1998. Mean-
while, new voters, largely
Latinos and Asians, lean
Democratic.

The last Republican to carry
the state in a presidential
election was George H.W.
Bush, in 1988.

The candidates each
tacked to similar themes,
including criticizing the
Trump administration’s im-
migration policies and en-
acting comprehensive re-
form.

However, candidates can
expect a skeptical look
from many voters, Latino
and otherwise, who have
heard promises from both
parties for years about im-
migration reform that never
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arrived.
When asked how she
would assure Hispanics that
she wasn't another candi-
date with an empty prom-
ise, Harris told reporters, “By
pointing to my record” as
a senator and former state
aftorney general.
Sanders, too, said he would
infroduce a comprehen-
sive immigration plan short-
ly after taking office. He
also said he would expand
an Obama-era program
that shields young immi-
grants from deportation.
“This is a promise that will
be kept,” the Vermont sen-
ator said.
Lisa Luther, who aftended
araucous Sanders rally ear-
lier in the day at a nearby
convention centfer, said
she was confident the sen-
ator could deliver on immi-
gratfion reform when other
Democrats have failed. Lu-

ther, who once worked as
a chef, said she has seen
firsthand the struggles of
immigrants who worked
beside her.

Sanders “will not let it fall by
the wayside,” she said. "“It's
been so prevalent in ... his
campaigns.”

Julian Castro, a former
Obama administration
housing secretary, spoke to
the crowd about his Mexi-
can heritfage and argued
that new immigrants are
necessary fo maintain eco-
nomic vitality. That's espe-
cially important, he said,
as Baby Boomers grow old
and draw on Social Se-
curity. New workers mean
more money to support the
federal retirement system,
he said.

Castro is one of two can-
didates in the crowded
Democratic field that have
released detailed, written
policies addressing the fu-
ture of the immigration sys-
tem, as the issue has been
overshadowed on the
campaign trail by health
care, gun violence and re-
productive rights.

“It would be economic sui-
cide not fo have them,” he
said of immigrants.
Democratic hopeful Jay
Inslee, who has pledged to
make combating climate
change the top national
priority, faulted Trump for
ignoring a global warm-
ing crisis that is influenc-
ing immigration and cre-
ating “climate migrants.”
The Washington governor
said at the forum Friday
that a plan is needed to
fight global warming while
helping those driven from
their homes by a changing
climate.ld
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lllinois poised to be 11th state to legalize marijuana use

By JOHN O'CONNOR

AP Political Writer
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — llli-
nois is likely to become the
11th state to allow small
amounts of marijuana for
recreational use affer the
Democratic-controlled
House on Friday sent a le-
galization plan to Demo-
cratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker,
who campaigned on the
issue.

Those 21 and older would
be able to buy marijuana
at licensed dispensaries
beginning next year under
the legislation approved
on a vote of 66-47. Resi-
dents could possess up fo
1 ounce (30 grams) and
non-residents could have
15 grams.

lllinois would become the
second state to endorse
the idea through its legisla-
ture, following Vermont last
year. Ten states and the
District of Columbia have
dropped pot prohibitions,
mostly through ballot initia-
fives.

But the lllinois plan also
became a social justice
initiative as black lawmak-
ers and activists stepped
in to see that legalization
reversed decades of in-
ordinate treatment of mi-
norities in narcotics crack-
downs. The legislation pro-
vides for scrubbing of past
low-level criminal convic-
fions and boosts minority
involvement in a nascent
industry.

“It is time to hit the ‘re-
set’ button on the War
on Drugs,” the proposal’s
sponsor, Chicago Demo-
cratic Rep. Kelly Cassidy,
said. “We have an oppor-
tunity foday fo set the gold
standard for a regulated
market that centers on eg-
uity and repair.”

Pritzker called for legaliza-
tion in his campaign for
governor, arguing for its
tax-revenue potential and
for freeing police to en-
force more serious crimes.
He claimed there would
be $170 million in licensing
fees in the first year and a
fully established industry
could produce up to $1
billion annually in state tax
revenue. But Cassidy said
Friday the first year's take
would be $58 million and
the state could expect

$500 million in five years.
The vote came on the last
day of the General Assem-

of 30 grams or less. It eases
record-clearing for posses-
sion up to one pound (500

“No matter how you pack-
age this, whether it's rev-
enue, or it's criminal justice

lllinois deputy governor Christian Mitchell and lllinois state Rep. Kelly Cassidy, D-Chicago,
embrace as they celebrate the 66-47 vote in the lllinois House for a bill to legalize recreational
marijuana use Friday, May 31, 2019.

bly's spring session, which
got extended in part be-
cause of the 3 Y2-hour mari-
juana debate. House lead-
ers, noting the “volume of
workload,” announced
that session would con-
finue at least through
Sunday. The Senate had
not announced schedule
changes.

Legislation after May 31 re-
quires three-fifths majority
approval. But Democrats
hold supermajorities in both
chambers of the General
Assembly, allowing Pritzker
to take office in January
with an expansive agen-
da following four years of
stalemate between legislo-
five leaders and Pritzker's
vanquished predecessor,
Republican Bruce Rauner.
The marijuana measure al-
lows the governor to par-
don anyone with records of
convictions for possession

grams) and some intent-to-
deliver convictions. Minori-
ty-owned businesses would
be given advantages in
bidding for lucrative state
licenses and offered low-
interest loans to compete.
“The state of lllinois just
made history, legalizing
adult-use cannabis  with
the most equity-centric
approach in the nation,”
Pritzker said in a statement.
“This will have a transforma-
tional impact on our state,
creating opportunity in the
communities that need it
most and giving so many a
second chance.”

Both sides in the debate
fraded summaries of stud-
ies that differ on the impact
of using the psychoac-
five drug, with opponents
claiming it's a gateway fo
stfronger drugs and that it
can have ill effects, includ-
ing producing psychosis.
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reform, or it's just saying
that people are smoking it
anyway, so just give up, |
can pretty much guaran-
tee you where we're go-
ing to be in 10 years ... and
it's not going to be good,”
said Democratic Rep. An-
thony Deluca of Chicago
Heights.

He then produced an egg
and cracked it into a fry-

ing pan, recreating a fa-
mous 1980s public service
announcement which
suggested the frying egg
represents “your brain on
drugs.”

Originally intending to let
anyone grow five mari-
juana plants at home for
personal consumption, law
enforcement  opposition
prompted Cassidy fo re-
strict the five-plant home-
grow limit only to quali-
fied medical-marijuana
patfients. Private property
owners could restrict use.
Landlords could ban mari-
juana on their property.
And employers would sfill
be allowed to maintain
“zero ftolerance” policies
toward marijuana use and
the workplace.

In other work, lawmakers
were crafting a spending
plan of about $39 billion
and a $41.5 bilion state
construction program. It
looked as if revenue for a
building program would
depend on a massive ex-
pansion of casino gam-
bling which itself ap-
peared to be the means
for resuscitating a dormant
proposal to legalize sports
betting.

Statutory protections for
abortion in the face of strict
restrictions on the practice
in  Republican-led states
have House OK and await
Senate action.d
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In this April 19, 2019 file photo, Children line up to enter a tent at the Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children
in Homestead, Fla.

By ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON
and AMY TAXIN
Associated Press

MIAMI (AP) — Immigrant
advocates say the U.S.
government is allowing mi-
grant children at a Florida
facility to languish in "“pris-
on-like conditions” after
crossing the U.S.-Mexico
border instead of releasing
them promptly to family as
required by federal rules.

A court filing Friday re-
vealed conditions inside
the Homestead, Florida, fa-
cility that has become the

nation’s biggest location
for detaining immigrant
children. A decades-old

settflement governing the
care of detained immigrant
children calls for them to
be released to family mem-
bers, sponsors or other lo-
cations within 20 days, but
the court fiing accuses
the government of keep-
ing kids there for months in
some cases.

The children detained at
the facility said they longed
fo be released to their par-
enfs and ofher relatives in
the United States and were
allowed limited phone calls
to loved ones. Some were

also fold to heed strict rules
or it could prolong their
detention or get them de-
ported. “At Homestead,
children are housed in
prison-like conditions and
unnecessarily incarcerated
for up to several months
without being determined
to be flight risks or a danger
to themselves or others,”
said the motion filed by the
National Center for Youth
Law and other organizo-
fions in federal court in Los
Angeles.

Dozens of volunteer law-
yers, interpreters and other
legal workers interviewed
more than 70 child mi-
grants at Homestead dur-
ing several visits over the
past year. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services does not al-
low news media to speak
to children at guided tours
of the facility. A Honduran
boy described arriving with
an aunt at the Mexico bor-
der in December. She was
deported and he was sent
fo Homestead, where he
fold attorneys he had been
held for four months. He
could speak to his mother
in Honduras twice a week

while waiting to be placed
with another aunt in Virgin-
ia. He was punched in the
face by a boy at the facil-
ity but said he didn't see
a doctor or tell his mother,
out of fear she would wor-
ry more. “Already it is very
hard. We both cry on the
phone,” he told attorneys.
“I have not seen my mom
or any family for so long.”

The children’s allegations
come as officials struggle
to accommodate increas-
ing numbers of minors ille-
gally crossing the U.S.-Mexi-
co border. The Homestead
facility, run by a private
contractor, houses 2,200
minors and is expanding o
add hundreds of beds.The
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services did
not respond to requests for
comment. The private con-

fractor, Comprehensive
Health Services, declined
comment.

Many of the children are
fleeing gang and domestic
violence and will end up
seeking asylum. Most are
sent to live with sponsors
once they are screened by
the U.S. government, usu-
ally aunts or uncles or other
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relatives who are already in
the country.

The court filing included
testimonials  from  more
than a dozen children who
had been separated from
parents last year before
the Trump administration
ended a policy that led o
more than 2,700 children
being taken from families.
Others, who had crossed
the U.S.-Mexico border in
the past few months, came
alone or with relatives such
as aunts, uncles, siblings
and were also separated
and placed in government
custody.

The Trump  administro-
tion has long complained
about the 1997 settlement,
which generally means the
government should release
children in about 20 days.
The names of the children
were redacted, but they
testified being there for
weeks, or months, without
knowing when they would
be released. A girl told at-
torneys she and her sister
were at the same facility
but kept in separate areas
and only allowed to see
each other once a week.
A 14-year-old boy from

Honduras said he had
problems videoconferenc-
ing with the social worker
handling his reunification
on two separate occo-
sions, as the company be-
gan hiring clinicians and
case managers fo work
long-distance.

“Sometimes there are prob-
lems with the Internet, and |
have to cut my call short or
not talk to her at all and re-
furn another tfime,” he told
atftorneys.

A Guatemalan girl said she
didn't speak any Spanish,
only her native Maya lan-
guage of Q'eqchi, when
she arrived, and she had
froubles understanding her
social worker.

In the same filings, a fed-
eral field specialist for the
U.S. government’'s Office
of Refugee Reseftlement
said the goalis “safe, fimely
release” but there can be
delays, for example, when
sponsors can't read and
write. And when there's no
proof of a prior relationship,
the sponsor is automatical-
ly disqualified, the specialist
said, adding “the boftom
line is always safety.”

In several occasions, chil-
dren were flown from Flori-
da to Texas locations prom-
ising they would be reunit-
ed with a parent, only to
be flown back and booked
again into the facility.

A Guatemalan child ex-
pressed willingness to leave
the U.S. voluntarily only to
be fold that a legal depart-
ment would need o get
involved. “It is hard for me
to understand what is pre-
venting me from joining my
family,” the child said.

A Salvadoran boy who
said he left his country in
January fleeing violence
said children at the facility
can't touch anyone or fight
or they could get a report
that will delay their case.
He fold lawyers that staff
told them they would be
deported if they tried to es-
cape. He said he couldn’t
speak with his parents on
his 17th birthday since he
had already used one of
his twice weekly 10-minute
phone calls the day before.
“I miss them, and even
though today is my birth-
day, itis hard because they
can't call me and | can't
call them,” he said.J
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By ANDREW DeMILLO and
JILL BLEED
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LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) —
Relentless flooding in the
central U.S. on Friday inun-
dated communities and
damaged or spilled over
levees on three maijor rivers
in two states, and authori-
ties discovered the body of
a drowning victim at a Mis-
souri lake.

The fast-flowing Arkansas
River smashed a 40-foot
(12-meter) hole in a levee
in rural western Arkansas,
causing water to spill into
a nearby community. In
northeast Missouri, a levee
was overtopped on the
Mississippi  River, and an-
other levee was topped
on the Missouri River in the
central part of the state.
The flooding has been
building for days because
of heavy rainfall upstream.
In Arkansas, officials were
warning of more potential
problems on an already
strained levee system.
“These levees were not built
to sustain this high a flow for
this long, and we are see-
ing problems and there
more than likely will be
more,” said Laurie Driver,
spokeswoman for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers
Little Rock District.

In eastern Missouri, the
state Highway Patrol's Wa-
ter Division reported that
the body of 57-year-old
Lane Panasuk, of Butte,
Montana, was recovered
Thursday evening from Har-
ry S. Truman Lake in Henry
County, but the patrol said
it did not know why he
was in the water. The U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers
had warned visitors about
high water levels that had
closed most of the camp-
grounds around the lake
and aroad over its dam.

In  Arkansas, the levee
breached at Dardanelle,
about 60 miles (95 kilome-
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In this Thursday, May 30, 2019 photo, Eugene Bowers looks at the kitchen in his flooded home in the Town and Country neighborhood

west of Sand Springs, Okla.

ters) northwest of Little Rock.
Yell County officials had
anticipated the breach
and urged residents in the
nearby Holla Bend area to
evacuate Thursday.

The Arkansas Department
of Emergency Manage-
ment said crews went door
to door to recommend
evacuation for about 160
homes.

Yell County Emergency
Manager Jeff Gilkey told
the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette that rapid currents
from the river ripped a 40-
foot (12-meter) section
from the levee. Aerial vid-
eo posted by the sheriff’s
office Friday showed water
pouring through the hole.
“There was nothing we
could do to stop it,” Gilkey
said.

National Weather Service
data showed a dip in the

water level at Dardanelle,
likely due to the breach.
A flash flood warning was
issued early Friday for the
area, and forecasters said
residents should be pre-
pared for rapidly rising wa-
ter. Local officials said they
were uncertain where the
water would end up.
“Water is going to do what
it wants to do,” Yell County
Judge Mark Thone told re-
porters at a news confer-
ence. "We're just frying to
head this off.”

The levee breached be-
cause of ongoing flooding
along the Arkansas River,
which began in Oklaho-
ma. Late Thursday night,
President Donald Trump
approved the Arkansas re-
quest for a disaster decla-
rafion in 16 counties affect-
ed by the flooding. Gov.
Asa Hutfchinson said the

declaration will help the
state minimize the loss, but
added that “this is far from
over.”

Hutchinson said emergen-
cy officials were working on
getting ahead of the flood-
ing as it contfinues south-
east, trying to identify and
strengthen any other pres-
sure points or weak spots in
the levee system.
“Obviously the breach in
Dardanelle is a sign that
there could be more of
these breaches that will
happen as pressure contin-
ues fo mount in the coming
days,” Hutchinson said.
Entergy Arkansas said Fri-
day that it does not an-
ticipate any impact to its
nuclear plant near the Ar-
kansas River in Russellville.
In Fort Smith, the state’s
second-largest city, the
river levels held steady at
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above-record levels  Fri-
day. Officials there said
they wouldn’t know the
extent of the damage unfil
the water receded, which
could take days, if not lon-
ger.

Officials in Missouri issued
a mandatory evacuation
order for some residents of
Howard County, where the
Missouri River topped a le-
vee. County Emergency
Management Co-Director
Bill John said the levee near
Petersburg was expected
fo fail soon, KRCG report-
ed. Levees in Lewis County
along the Mississippi River
in northeast Missouri were
overtopped Thursday,
flooding several thousand
acres of farmland. Lewis
County Emergency Direc-
tor David Keith said no
homes or businesses were
impacted.l
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US diplomat Pompeo comes to Europe with a tough Iran message

By MATTHEW LEE

DAVID RISING

Associated Press

BERN, Switzerland (AP) —
U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo brought the Trump
administration’s campaign
against Iran to Europe for
the third time this month
amid heightened Mideast
tensions and a risk of open
conflict that has unnerved
American allies.

As the Middle East buzzed
with bellicose rheto-
ric between Iran and its
U.S.-backed Gulf  Arab
neighbors, Pompeo was
in Germany and Switzer-
land making the case that
Washington is not looking
for war and wants help in
cooling the situation. But he
says the U.S. will not relent
on a punishing U.S. sanc-
tions campaign targeting
Iran.

Coming after President
Donald Trump on Thursday
renewed his willingness to
talk with Iran’s leadership,
Pompeo’s trip has raised
speculation that the ad-
ministration may be looking
to open a channel of com-
munication with the Islamic
Republic.

Germany sent a senior dip-
lomat to Iran earlier this
week and Switzerland has
long represented U.S. inter-
ests there.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, left, and U.S. Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, right, arrive to
a joint statement prior to a meeting at the chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Friday, May 31, 2019.

Pompeo’s Iran-related di-
plomacy has already taken
him to Iraq, Britain, Belgium
and Russia since early May.
That's when tensions flared
after U.S. allegations of in-
creased threatfs from Iran
that have now led to addi-
tional military deployments
and accusations that Iro-
nian proxies sabotaged
oil tankers in the Gulf and
conducted drone aftacks
in Saudi Arabia.

On Friday, it coincided with
Saudi calls for Iranian ag-

gression to be dealt with
firmly and the release of the
U.N. afomic watchdog's
quarterly report on Iran’s
compliance with the 2015
nuclear deal. Trump with-
drew the U.S. from the deal
last year and has steadily
reinstated sanctions on
Iran, sparking protests from
Tehran, which has threat-
ened to walk away itself
from the deal.

The report from the Inter-
national  Afomic Energy
Agency in Vienna said Iran
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continued to stay within
the limitations set by the
2015 deal but for the first
time raised questions about
its adherence to a key pro-
vision infended to limit the
counftry’s use of advanced
centrifuges that can enrich
uranium. The seriousness
of the issue was not imme-
diately clear, although a
senior diplomat said discus-
sions were ongoing about
how to resolve the matter.
U.S. officials had no im-
mediate comment on the

IAEA report but the ques-
fion about Iranian compli-
ance was likely to bolster
Pompeo’s case for a fough
stance as he opened his
European tour in Germany,
which along with Britain
and France, remains a par-
ty to the Iran deal.
Pompeo met Chancellor
Angela Merkel a day after
she delivered not-so-veiled
criticism of Trump in a com-
mencement speech to
Harvard University.

Without directly naming
Trump, Merkel told Harvard
graduates that they should
“tear down walls of igno-
rance” and reject isolation-
ism as they tackle global
problems. She also said
leaders should not “de-
scribe lies as fruth and tfruth
as lies.” Merkel said before
the meeting with Pompeo
they would discuss how
to prevent Iran from get-
ting nuclear weapons and
“how we prevent other ag-
gressive actions by Iran.”
After talks with German For-
eign Minister Heiko Maas,
Pompeo said Washington
will not stand in the way
of a system Europeans are
developing to shield com-
panies dealing with Iran
from American sanctions,
so long as it provides only
humanitarian and other
permitted goods.[]

Lyon bomb suspect had pledged alleglance to IS

By SAMUEL PETREQUIN
Associated Press

PARIS (AP) — The main sus-
pect in the bombing last
week in the French city
of Lyon that wounded 14
people had pledged alle-
giance to the Islamic State
group, France’s counter-
terrorism prosecutor said on
Friday.

Remy Heitz said in a state-
ment the 24-year-old man
has admitted making the
bomb and depositing the
device in front of a bakery.
He will be brought before
an investigating judge.

The suspect, identified only
as Mohamed Hichem M.,
was arrested on Monday.
He arrived in France on a
tourist visa in August 2017
but failed to leave again.
Police did not give his na-
tionality but some French
media reported that he

Soldiers of French anti terrorist plan “Vigipirate Mission”
the area, near the site of a suspected bomb attack in central
Lyon, Friday May, 24, 2019.

was Algerian. He was un-
known to police services
before the incident.

He was handed preliminary
charges Friday of attempt-
ed murder, criminal terrorist
conspiracy and manufac-
furing, possessing and car-

, secure
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rying an explosive device in
relation with a terrorist un-
dertaking.

French President Emman-
vel Macron had called
the explosion an “attack”
but no group has claimed
responsibility for the explo-

sion yet. Last week, Heitz
described video surveil-
lance that showed a man
heading toward the center
of Lyon on a bike. He was
seen arriving on foot, push-
ing his bike along a pedes-
frian-only street, then leav-
ing a paper bag on a con-
crete block in the middle
of the street. The suspect
immediately returned to
his bike and left the same
way. One minute later, the
explosion shattered the
glass of a refrigeratorin the
bakery. The suspect inifially
denied his involvement,
then admitted “pledging
allegiance to the IS deep
down inside and dropping
off the explosive device
he had prepared before-
hand,” Heitz said.

Data analysis of a com-
puter used by the suspect
until the end of last year

also helped investigators
establish he had an interest
for “jihadi thesis and IS’s ac-
tivities.”

The police probe also es-
tablished that the suspect
had ordered online a pack
of 20 batteries correspond-
ing to those that served to
remotely frigger the de-
vice. Some fraces found
on evidence discovered
at the scene also matched
the suspect’s genetic pro-
file, Heitz said.

The suspect was arrested
along with his parents and
brother, but they were re-
leased on Thursday without
charges.

France has been hit by a
spate of aftacks in recent
years, some of them dead-
ly, carried out by people
ranging from extremist at-
tackers to mentally unsto-
ble individuals.(



By MENELAOS HADJICOSTIS
Associated Press

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) —
Niyazi Kizilyurek says noth-
ing like it has happened in
ethnically divided Cyprusin
140 years: He is the first Turk-
ish Cypriot elected fo the
European Parliament, and
he was selected by a pri-
marily Greek Cyypriot elec-
torate.

The fact that it's to a body
representing the citizens of
the European Union’s 28
member states, he says, af-
fords him the opportunity
fo reproduce the bloc’s
greatest achievementin his
homeland — forging unity
out of the ashes of war.

"l see Cyprus as the patrie
(homeland) of all Cypriots
and | feel myself respon-
sible for all Cypriots,” Kizi-
lyurek told The Associated
Press from his apartment in
the southern, internation-
ally recognized part of the
capital, Nicosia.

Unlike  other  elections
where Turkish Cypriofs living
in the breakaway northern
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isions himself as division he

Turkish Cypriot Niyazi Kizilyurek talks during an interview with Associated Press at his office in
Kaimakli a suburb of divided capital Nicosia, Cyprus, Friday, May 31, 2019.

part of the island aren't
eligible to vote, the Euro-
pean parliament election
is one single big vote for
the country’s six seats. All
citizens of the internation-
ally recognized Republic
of Cyprus have the right to

vote including some 80,000
Turkish Cypriots who hold
Cyprus Republic passports
but live in the north. Only
about 5,600 of those voted,
however, meaning that
the larger proportion of the
25,000 votes Kizilyurek re-
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ceived came from Greek
Cypriofs.

The 59 year-old, who has
taught political history at
the University of Cyprus
since 1995, courted much
controversy during his cam-
paign, on both sides of the
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divide.
Running on the ficket of
the communist -rooted

AKEL party, he stood ac-
cused by right-wing Turkish
Cypriot detractors of being
a Greek Cypriot puppet
aiming to undermine their
breakaway state in the is-
land’s north. The state is
recognized only by Turkey,
which keeps more than
35,000 troops there.
Right-wing Greek Cypri-
ots also eyed Kizilyurek
with suspicion, questioning
whether he intfended to pri-
marily promotfe the narrow
interests of Turkish Cypriofs,
fo the defriment of Greek
Cypriots and the sover-
eignty of the internationally
recognized Republic of Cy-
prus.

Cyprus was split in 1974
when Turkey invaded in
the aftermath of a coup
by supporters of union with
Greece. Although Cyprus
joined the EU in 2004 as a
whole, EU laws apply and
benefits are enjoyed only
by residents in the south.

Congolese finally pay tribute to late opposition leader

By SALEH MWANMILONGO
Associated Press

KINSHASA, Congo (AP)
— Tens of thousands of
mourners, some of whom
camped outside overnight,
gathered on Friday to fi-
nally say farewell to Etienne
Tshisekedi, the Congolese
opposition icon whose son
was declared president
earlier this year.

The stadium ceremony
came more than two years
after the elder Tshisekedi
died abroad at age 84.
His rift with then-president

Joseph Kabila was so en-
frenched that his remains
were not allowed to return
after his death in Belgium
of a pulmonary embolism
in 2017. After Kabila gave
way fo pressure for a new
presidential election in Jan-
uary, Tshisekedi's son Felix
was declared the winner.
He vowed that his father's
remains would come home
to Congo, where he was
the face of the political op-
position for decades.

In life, Efienne Tshisekedi
was at fimes put under

house arrest, his supporters
jailed and beaten. But after
the seismic shift in Congo’s
political climate, he is being
given a farewell befitting
a senior statesman, with
some African presidents in
aftendance.

Pallbearers wearing fies
representing the Congo-
lese flag carried the casket
into the stadium on Friday.
The flat cap that Tshisekedi
always wore was placed
atop the casket.

His funeral and burial are
set for Saturday.]

The coffin carrying the remains of longtime Congolese opposition

leader Etienne Tshisekedi arrives at Kinshasa airport Thursday,

May 30, 2019.

Associated Press
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UN atomic watchdog raises questions of Iran’s centrifuge use

By KIYOKO METZLER
Associated Press

VIENNA (AP) — The U.N.
atomic watchdog said Fri-
day that Iran contfinues to
stay within the limitations
set by the 2015 nuclear
deal with major powers,
but reported its stockpiles
of low-enriched uranium
and heavy water are grow-
ing and raised questions for
the first fime about Iran’s
adherence to a key provi-
sion infended fo limit the
country’s use of advanced
centrifuges.

In a confidential quarterly
report distributed to mem-
ber states and seen by
The Associated Press, the
International  Atomic En-
ergy Agency said Iran has
stayed within key limita-
fions set in the so-called
Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action, or JCPOA, for
uranium and heavy water
stockpiles.

But while in past reports the
IAEA said Iran's research
and development on en-
richment “has been con-
ducted using cenftrifuges
within the limits defined in
the JCPOA,"” the Friday re-
port instfead changed the
wording fo say it “has been
conducted using centrifug-
es specified in the JCPOA."”
A centrifuge is a device
that enriches uranium by
rapidly spinning uranium
hexafluoride gas. Under
the afomic accord, Iran
has been limited to operat-

In this June 6, 2018, file frame from Islamic Republic Iran Broadcasting, IRIB, state-run TV, three
versions of domestically-built centrifuges are shown in a live TV program from Natanz, an Iranian
uranium enrichment plant, in Iran.

ing 5,060 older-model IR-1
centrifuges.

Butin a footnote, the agen-
cy said that “up to 33" more
advanced IR-6 centrifuges
have been installed, and
that “technical discussions
in relation to the IR-6 centri-
fuges are ongoing.”

Under terms of the nuclear
deadl, Iran is allowed to test
no more than 30 of the IR-6,
but only 8 1/2 years into the
deal.

Iran maintains that it is al-
lowed to install the cen-
trifuges. The head of the
Atomic Energy Organiza-
tion of Iran, Ali Akbar Salehi,
said they were not yet be-
ing fed with uranium.

A senior diplomat who
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because he wasn't
officially allowed fto com-

ment on the report said
the technical discussions
on the cenftrifuges were
between the deal’s signao-
tories and Iran, but would
not elaborate. “It is being
discussed, and we report
the facts that we see,” the
diplomat said.

The diplomat said last
month that Iran had begun
installing a chain of 20 IR-6
centrifuges at its under-
ground Natanz enrichment
facility. Iranian officials say
the IR-6 can enrich 10 times
faster than an IR-1.

“The feed line is under
agency seal,” the diplo-
mat said, adding it was up
tfo partner countries in the
deal to determine whether
the installation was a viola-
fion of the accord.

The nuclear deal is meant
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to keep Tehran from build-
ing atomic weapons in ex-
change for economic in-
centives. It has been com-
plicated by the unilateral
withdrawal of the United
States from the deal last
year and Washington’s in-
creased sanctions, which
has been taking a toll on
the Iranian economy.

That has left the other sig-
natories — Germany, Brit-
ain, France, Russia and Chi-
na — struggling to come
up with enough incentives
to keep Iran in the deal.

Earlier this month, Iran an-
nounced that if a way
couldn’'t be found within
60 days fo shield it from
U.S. sanctions targeting its
economy and oil industry,
it would ramp up its en-
richment of uranium be-

yond the purity allowed
under nuclear deal. And
about a week ago, Iran
said it had increased its
uranium-enrichment  pro-
duction capacity, though
only of the lower-enriched
uranium permitted by the
agreement. In its first quar-
terly report since those an-
nouncements,  however,
the Vienna-based |AEA
found Iran confinued to
be in compliance and also
said its inspectors had been
given unfetftered access to
Iranian nuclear facilities.
“Timely and proactive co-
operation by Iran in provid-
ing such access facilitates
implementation of the ad-
ditional protocol and en-
hances confidence,” the
report stated, referring to
the procedure detailing
safeguards and fools for
verification.

The senior diplomat said
Iran does have the capac-
ity to quadruple uranium
enrichment as it recently
threatened, but that in-
spectors would have fo
wait unfil the next report
fo determine whether they
had actually set that in-
crease in motion.

“They have the flexibility,
they canincrease and they
can reduce, and they can
do a number of things,” the
diplomat said. “The capac-
ity is always there, and we
do verify this at a technical
level, we are fully monitor-
ing that.”d

Police: Suicide car bomb hits Afghan capital, kills 4

By AMIR SHAH

Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP)
— A car bomb targeting a
U.S. convoy exploded early
Friday in an eastern Kabul
neighborhood, leaving four
Afghan civilions dead and
three wounded and lightly
wounding four American
forces, authorities said. It
was the second suicide
aftack in as many days to
rattle the Afghan capital.
The suicide bomber struck
as the convoy passed
through Kabul's eastern
Yakatot neighborhood,
where U.S. and NATO forc-
es maintain  complexes.
Facilities operated by the
Afghan National Security

Forces located nearby.
Firdous Faramaz, Kabul po-
lice chief spokesman, said
four Afghan civilians were
kiled and three wounded
in the atftack.

Bob Purtiman, public af-
fairs officer with the U.S.
military in Kabul, said four
U.S. service members re-
ceived minor injuries. The
one-line statement did not
elaborate. In a telephone
interview, Taliban spokes-
man Zabihullah  Mujahid
tfook responsibility for Fri-
day's attack on the U.S.
convoy in Kabul, claiming
10 U.S. soldiers were killed.
Taliban claims are often ex-
aggerated. Witnesses said
the explosion was power-

ful, blowing out windows
in  neighboring buildings.
Traffic on the streets was
light because the bombing
occurred on a Friday, the
weekly day off. On Thurs-
day, six people were killed
when a suicide bomber
blew himself up outside an
Afghan army academy
and training center, also
in the same area but sev-
eral kilometers (miles) away
from Friday’s explosion.

The Interior Ministry on Thurs-
day said a soldier had no-
ficed a suspicious person,
and as he approached him
the attacker detonated his
explosives near the acad-
emy. The soldier's action
likely saved lives.

A burned out vehicle sits at the site of a suicide attack in Kabul,
Afghanistan, Friday, May 31, 2019. A suicide car bomb exploded
early Friday morning in an eastern neighborhood of the capital
Kabul, leaving seven casualties, police said.

Both the Tallbban and an
Islamic State affiliate have
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infilirated the capital in the
past.]
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Dutch hostage held by Filipino militants killed in gunbattle

By JIM GOMEZ

Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines (AP) —
A long-held Dutch hostage
was fatally shot by his mili-
tant captors Friday when
he fried to escape during
a gunbafttle in the jungles
of the southern Philippines,
military officials said.

Ewold Horn was killed when
he made a dash fo free-
dom during a fierce firefight
between the Abu Sayyaf
militants and army troops in
Sulu province’s mountain-
ous Patikul town, military
commander Brig. Gen. Di-
vino Pabayo Jr. said.

At least six militants were
kiled and 12 others were
wounded in the nearly
two-hour firefight, in which
eight soldiers were also
wounded, the military said.
Among those killed was the
wife of Abu Sayyaf com-
mander Radulan Sahiron,
a militant long wanted by
the United States and the
Philippines for banditry and
assaults.

Pabayo condemned
Horn's kiling and the mili-
tants’ “utter disregard for
human rights.”
Government forces “tried
our very best to safely res-
cue him from his captors”
and suffered injuries them-
selves, Pabayo said.

Horn's body was recovered
by government forces near

In this photo released by the Joint Task Force Sulu, Philippine soldiers carry bodies towards a
military helicopter as pursuit operations continue in Patikul, Sulu province, southern Philippines,
Friday, May 31, 2019.

a river about 100 meters
(330 feet) from the scene
of the battle, military offi-
cials said. Troops stumbled
on the militants while hunt-
ing Abu Sayyaf fighters
who carried out an aftack
that killed two children and
wounded seven other vil-
lagers in a Patikul village
about a week ago.

Horn and a Swiss tourist,
Lorenzo Vinciguerra, along
with  Filipino guide Ivan
Sarenas were kidnapped
by gunmen during a bird-
watching trip in the south-
ernmost province of Tawi

Tawi, near Sulu, in 2012.
Sarenas escaped by jump-
ing intfo the sea while they
were being taken by mo-
torboat to Jolo shortly after
they were abducted.

Vinciguerra escaped two
yearslaterwhen he hacked
a rebel commander and
then was shot and wound-
ed by another militant as he
fled in a dramatic escape
as government forces were
firing arfillery rounds toward
the militants in Patikul.

Vinciguerra said he asked
Horn to join his escape. “I
talked to him and asked
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him to join me, but he re-
fused,” Vinciguerra said in
December 2014,

Although the militants have
demanded huge ransoms
for hostages in the past, Sa-
hiron kept Horn close by him
for years in the hope that
military aircraft would not
drop bombs on his camps
and risk endangering the
life of a European hostage,
a military official who has
helped monitor the mili-
fants for years told The As-
sociated Press. The official
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because of a lack

of authority to speak about
military maftters publicly.
Sahiron’s emissaries had
recently expressed a will-
ingness to hold talks about
Horn's fate but demanded
that all government forces
withdraw from Patfikul town
before any negotiations,
a demand that Philippine
authorities could not grant
because of the security im-
plications, the official said,
without elaborating.

The Abu Sayyaf, an off-
shoot of the decades-long
Muslim separatist insurgen-
cy in the south, has been
blacklisted by Washington
and Manila as a terrorist or-
ganization for involvement
in kidnappings, behead-
ings and deadly bombings.
The group was founded in
the early 1990s on Basilan
island, near Jolo. An un-
wieldy collective of Islamic
preachers and outlaws, it
vowed to wage jihad, or
holy war, in the predomi-
nantly Roman Catholic
Philippines, but lost its key
leaders early in combat,
sending it on a violent path
of extremism and criminal-
ity.

About 320 armed Abu
Sayyaf fighters remain in
the south, some of them
aligned with the Islamic
State group, Sulu military
spokesman Lt. Col. Gerard
Monfort said..d

Singapore PM: Global rules could change with China’s rise

By ANNABELLE LIANG
Associated Press
SINGAPORE (AP) — Singa-
pore Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong said Friday
that countries including the
United States need to be
willing to change interna-
tional rules in response to a
stronger China.

Speaking at an annual se-
curity conference in Sin-
gapore, Lee said China
must in turn play a greater
role in supporting frade
frameworks and upholding
peace and stability in the
region and beyond.
"Countries have to accept
that China will confinue to
grow and strengthen, and
that it is neither possible nor
wise for them to prevent
this from happening,” he
said.

Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong delivers a keynote
address during the opening dinner of the 18th International
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) Shangri-la Dialogue, an
annual defense and security forum in Asia, in Singapore, Friday,
May 31, 2019.

“China will have its own
legitimate interests and
ambitions, including to
develop indigenously ad-
vanced tfechnologies like

Associated Press
infocomms and artificial
intelligence. New intfer-
national rules need to be
made in many areas, in-
cluding trade and intellec-

fual property, cybersecurity
and social media.”

Lee was the keynote
speaker at the Shangri-La
Dialogue, attended by U.S.
Acting Secretary of De-
fense Patrick Shanahan,
Chinese Defense Minister
Wei Fenghe and other de-
fense officials and aca-
demics.

He noted that the U.S. *has
the most difficult adjust-
ment to make"” as the "“pre-
eminent power.”

Earlier this month, the U.S.
and China countries con-
cluded their 11th round of
frade talks with no agree-
ment and raised import tax-
es on each other’s goods.

The Commerce Depart-
ment has also placed Chi-
nese tech giant Huawei on
its “Enfity List,” effecftively

barring US. companies
from selling it technology
without government ap-
proval.

Lee expects China to want
a say in any new rules, be-
cause it did not participate
in the creation of current
ones. “And this is an entirely
reasonable expectation,”
he said.

In return, China should take
on more responsibilities and
not expect to be freated in
the same way as it was in
the past, he said.

This extends to trade ar-
rangements and conces-
sions that the country ne-
gotiated when it joined the
World Trade Organization
in 2001.

At that time, China’s mer-
chandise tfrade accounted
for 4% of the world's total..
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Migrants traverse the deadly last siretch of Darien jungle

By JUAN ZAMORANO
Associated Press

BAJO CHIQUITO, Panama
(AP) — At first they ap-
peared only as weary sil-
houettes emerging from
the dense foliage on the
other side of the Tuquesa
River.

Three women, one leaning
on a stick for support, and
two others carmrying their
few belongings on their
heads accompanied by a
2-year-old boy. Two men,
one carrying a machete,
arrived soon after to ford
the waters to safety in this
vilage, the first populated
place on the Panamani-
an side of the unforgiving
Darien Gap.

After trekking for days from
Colombia, migrants arriv-
ing at Bajo Chiquito, feel
relief. It's a place fo rest,
seek sustenance, let loved
ones know they're OK and
recover their strength. But
they're not out of the woods
yet, figuratively or literally —
ahead lies one last trek to
safety by boat or by foof,
and each option entails its
own deadly risks for a sud-
den and unexpected surge
of thousands of migrants
traversing Darien, where
authorities have almost no
presence and armed men
prey upon travelers.

The most perilous way for-
ward fo the next village,
Penitas, is overland, hug-
ging the Tuguesa and the
Chucunaque rivers. Alexis
Bello Vargas, a 25-year-old
who recently made that
trek with his wife, and 12
other Cubans can aftest
to that. They had already
beenrobbedin the heart of
Darien and, like many who
aftempt the last stretch
on footf, had no money fo
pay the $25 river voyage.
Just 15 minutes after set-
ting out from Bajo Chiquito
they were set upon by two
men with hunting rifles who
ordered them to stop and
hand over their belongings.
“We kept on walking — we
had nothing because we
had already been robbed
— and they shot us,” Bello
Vargas said. “We had to
give them our backpacks,
and they left.”

One bullet passed through
the leg of a woman who
was part of the group, be-

fore lodging itself in Bel-
lo’s knee. Fellow migrants
helped him the rest of the
six-hour journey to Penitas,

to the United States. Va-
rela acknowledged the dif-
ficulty of dealing with the
migrant surge, which has

weren't relieved of their
cellphones along the way
— chat with loved ones
back home.

In this May 25, 2019 photo, a police officer count migrants in a boat that will navigate the Tuquesa
river on their way to Peiitas, in Bajo Chiquito, Darien province, Panama.

where workers applied a
bandage to immobilize his
foot and help reduce swell-
ing in the knee. Sitting on
a folding chair and clad
in shorts, a tank fop and a
single flip-flop, he told The
Associated Press he didn't
know whether he would
have surgery to extract the
projectile.

The alleged attackers were
detained, but the alarm-
ing incident illustrates the
lawlessness of the Darien
and migrants’ vulnerability
to robbery, sexual assaulf,
ilness and the exireme el-
ements. More than 7,300
migrants had made the
crossing this year through
mid-April, according to fig-
ures from border police, on
pace fo be the most since
a previous surge in 2015-
2016. Authorities did noft re-
spond to a request for up-
dated numbers.
Panamanian President
Juan Carlos Varela said
last week that at least 4,000
migrants were in Bajo Chig-
uito, Penitas and in western
Panama near Costa Rica,
the next stop on the road

left authorities scrambling
to impose order.

Simply closing the border
with Colombia would be
“difficult” and wasn’'t an
opfion, Varela said: “That
would put the lives of these
people in jeopardy.”
During a recent visit by AP,
about 1,000 migrants most-
ly from Haiti, Cuba and
African or South Asian na-
tions were in Bajo Chiquito,
home to some 300 inhabit-
ants from the Embera indig-
enous group. The migrants
slept in the wood-siding
and zinc-roofed homes of
the locals, paying $3 a day
for the privilege, in tents or
on mats spread out under
a shed-like structure.

Sitting on the ground,
they sipped morning tea
and hunched over bowls
of a miky gruel. On a
wood plank wall, many
who passed through had
scrawled their names and
places of origin: “Kamal
Hossain Bangladesh.” *'Ka-
maldeeb — INDIA.” Around
nightfall a local antenna
caught a signal that let mi-
grants — at least those who

Associated Pressa

“l spoke with my relatives,
who are worried,” said Ali-
oska Pena, a 32-year-old
from Matanzas on Cuba’s
northern coast who arrived
May 23 with her husband
and 9-year-old daughter.
“They asked how we were
doing.”  Migrants com-
plained of a shortage of
medicine to freat common
maladies such as diarrhea.
Men, women and children
bathe and defecate in
the river, which is also the
vilage's source of drink-
ing water. In Bajo Chiquito
the migrants also register
with police for the first time
in the country. About 100
leave each day for Peni-
tas. A border police official
who was not authorized to
discuss the issue and did so
on condition of anonymity
said most opt to wait for a
place on one of the boats
— perhaps mindful of the
perils of continuing on foot,
after having seen death
and danger elsewhere in
Darien.

It's a wait of about 10 days,
for a trip that takes a cou-
ple of hours. But the river

holds its own perils.

AP journalists accompa-
nied a group of four nar-
row, wooden boats as they
ferried nearly 50 migrants
to Penitas. They sat single-
file, wearing olive green life
vests provided by police,
packed as many as 13 in
each vessel.

Javier Garcia, another Cu-
ban, said he had left his
pregnant wife back in Peru
and they hoped to meet
up somewhere in Panama.
In the heart of Darien, he
had run-ins with several
dead bodies, a panther
and robbers who stole $70
and his phone.

Just before boarding the
boat, Garcia made the
sign of the cross: “We wiill
see how it goes for us.”

The boat drivers frequently
lifted their outboard motors
to keep them from collid-
ing with the shallow, rock-
filled riverbed, steered to-
ward the brush-lined shore
in search of deeper waters
and veered to dodge enor-
mous free frunks ripped out
at the roofs by previous
flash floods.

According fo border po-
lice, a crowded boat re-
cently capsized after collid-
ing with another while mak-
ing the voyage. Fortunately
nobody died — the water
was shallow at the tfime —
but authorities know that at
least a dozen migrants, like-
ly more, have been killed
recently by fast-rising rivers
elsewhere in Darien.

A handful of indigenous
vilages even smaller than
Bajo Chiquito dotted the
riverbanks, and the sound
of birdsong was near con-
stant. This trip went without
incident, and the migrants
arrived two hours later to
a muddy berth at Penitas.
Garcia bought a soda and
something to eat.

Here they would face an-
other wait, along with over
1,000 migrants in an over-
crowded makeshift camp,
for buses to the Costa Rican
border. But finally Darien
was behind them.
Nguatem Michael, a
39-year-old from Camer-
oon, said his group was
ambushed twice in the
Gap. Robbers took ftheir
money and passports, and
shot one of the migrants.(d
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June’s Joy & Excitement excel at Eagle Aruba Casino

EAGLE BEACH — In case you did not see the all-new Eagle Aruba
Casino yet, June is your time to go. Dive into the Vegas-style vibe
and mingle with the local and tourist crowd. This is a casino to feel
at ease while you can bet on having the best day and/or night. The
Double Down Sports Bar & Grill is not just any bar. Join in at the best
ambiance and enjoy their attractive food and drinks menu from
morning breakfast to evening bite!

For this month the casino has some great promotions and cam-
paigns going on. Aruba high rollers and penny slots players can
have their ball here. The seven table games (including Roulette,
Blackjack, Three-Card Poker, and CRAPS table) are ready for you
or do you fancy to setf the wheels spinning in motion towards your
next huge jackpot at over 130 of the newest and most exciting
slots. Double Down Sports Bar & Grill invites you to try their signature
chicken wings and stay up-to-date on with the free Wi-Fi in the res-
taurant and lounge area.

June Schedule:

Daily:

e Comps to Gas or Groceries Promotion; Play at Eagle Casino,
use your comps for Gas or Groceries, every $2 in comps gets
you $1 gas or groceries voucher.

e CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY WITH US! Club Members celebrating
their Birthday during the month of June can Spin the Wheel to
receive a fun prize plus one Free Bingo Card on bingo days.

*  Table Games Daily Happy Hour $3 Blackjack and $0.25 roulette.
S5pm till 8om

R

= =

— i

Sundays:

* $1,700 Bingo Sessions starting at 1TAM.

e Sunday, June 16th, Father's Day Bingo, Prize Purse up to $3,300 in cash
prizes. Live Entertainment, Door prizes weekend stays at Eagle Aruba
Resort for two.

* Fun day Sundays, Spin the Wheel Promotion, accumulate 100 points on
the day of promotion to Spin the Wheel for Bonus Slot Dollars and Prizes.
Drawings from 3PM to 6PM.

Mondays:

e $1,700 Bingo Sessions starting at 1PM

* Play and Stay. Mondays in June. Make your slot play pay off even more
with a weekend stay at Eagle Aruba Resort & Casino. Simply 10 Eagle
Advantage points earned between 10am -5pm equals one (1) entry
and drawings is at 5pm.

* Hot Seat Mondays: Total of $1500 in BSD. Player needs to earn 35 points
on the day of promotion in order to qualify to participate in this promo-
tion. Drawing is from 7PM — 10PM

Tuesdays:

e $1,700 Bingo Sessions starting at 1PM

e T-shirt Tuesday'’s. Join us every Tuesday in June from 10am - 10pm and
take your T-shirt when you earn 100 points on your Eagle Advantage
card. Limit 1 shirf per week per person.

e Slot Hot Seat Tuesdays: Total of $1500 in BSD. Player needs to earn 35
points on the day of promotion in order to qualify to participate in this
promotion. Drawing is from 7PM — 10PM

Wednesdays:
* PLINKO; for every 10 points, player will receive 1 ticket. Drawing is from
8PM to 11PM

Thursdays:

e Beat the Boss Poker Tournament at the Double Down Lounge.
* Owners Recepftion: Black Jack Challenge / Money Machine

e Direct Mail Bonus Slot Dollars Offer

Fridays:

* Crazy Bingo June 14th Pre-Father's Day Celebration Bingo, Prize Purse
up to $3,300 in cash prizes. Door prizes weekend stays at Eagle Aruba
Resort & Casino.

e Crazy Bingo June 21st Bingo starts at 8PM. Win up to $3,300 in cash and
door prizes.

* Blackjack Tournament Friday June 7th and 28th $1000 ($500 Cash and
$500 in Match plays) Guaranteed registration starts at 5pm entry fee
$10. 7pom—-11pm

e Direct Mail Bonus Slot Dollars Offer.

Saturdays:

e June 8th, Pre-Father’'s Day Celebration15th & 22nd, SATURDAY Gift
Giveaway “Work Shop Essentials 95pc Tool Set” Gift 5pm — 8pm.

*  Money Machine: June 1st and 29th, for every 10 points, player will re-
ceive 1 ticket. Drawing is from 8PM | 9PM | T0PM | T1PM

e Direct Mail Bonus Slot Dollars Offer. [}
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Finish on the Beach!

PALM BEACH — The 2nd edition of the Aruba Marathon,
Half Marathon, 10K and 5K will be held on Sunday, the
2nd of June 2019. The Race is AIMS/ IAAF certified and this
road race is organized on the highest International level.
The beautiful course will show you the best of Aruba, will
take you along from Palm Beach up to the famous Cali-
fornia Lighthouse and Eagle Beach. Runners and walkers
come from all around the world and the main objection is
to make this race for everybody unforgettable. The Start
& Finish is at the Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino.

The Marathon starts at 03:30 am, the Half marathon at
05:30 am, the 10K (walk or run) starts at 06:30 am and the
5K (walk orrun) at 8:30 am. Every participant will finish ap-
proximately at the same time at the Beach.

All families and friends are
welcome along the course
and at the Finish (Beach
"Celebration” Party). This
unique Family Running
event is for young and old,
schools and companies.
For everyone is a suitable
distance available. Un-
deniably, Aruba’s natural
environment has activi-
ties for everyone, of any

Spectacular diving, snor-
keling, fishing and golfing
appeal to families, as do
the fantastic white sandy

participants from all over
the world. Hope to see you
for your "“Aruba Runca-
fion” and experience "One

age, interest or nationality. beaches. We welcome Happy Island”.(d

Access and opportunity for all: Caribbean Libraries, Archives and
Museums supporting the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals’

Oranjestad — The Association of Caribbean Univer-
sity, Research and Institutional Libraries (ACURIL) will
organize their 49th conference in Aruba, starting from
Sunday June 2nd to Thursday June 6. During this con-
ference the focus will be on sustainable development
goals (SDG’s) that from the framework of the United
Nations agenda 2030. The theme of the conference
is: Access and opportunity for all: Caribbean Librar-
ies, Archives and Museums supporting the United Na-
tions Sustainable Development Goals'.

The National Library of Aruba has the honor to host
this year’'s conference that will take place at the Re-
naissance Convention Center. The program contains
presentations from renowned speakers, exhibitions
of suppliers of products and systems for libraries and
centers of information. Sub-themes of the confer-
ence are:

1. Information services aimed at poverty alleviation
and food security

2. Promote literacy and lifelong learning

3. Libraries and sustainability

4. Libraries contributing to peaceful and just
societies

5. Integrated strategies to achieve multiple SDGs

11 4

Biblioteca
Nacional Aruba

Local artists Ryan Oduber has designed the logo of
the conference. He explains: “The conch has a nur-
turing reference but is also sfill a means of communi-
cation through local and regional music. The “sound
colors” are from the Sustainable Development Goals
International logo and represents that we all are part
of the problem, but most importantly: the solution”.[]

In September 2015 the member states of the United Nations (UN) adopted “Transforming
our world: The 2030 agenda for sustainable development which includes Seventeen
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) spanning economic, environmental and social
development. Caribbean librarians and other information professionals contribute to improved
outcomes across the SDGs by promoting universal literacy, closing gaps in access to
information, advancing digital inclusion, serving as the heart of the research and academic
community and preserving and providing access to the world’s culture and heritage.
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The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors at Divi Tamarijn

Eagle beach — Recently, Darline S. de Cuba — ____._i—__‘\
had the great pleasure to honor a Loyal and — S N
friendly visitors of Aruba as Distinguished Visi-
tors at their home away from home.

The honorees are:

Mr. Carl & Mrs. Donna Brodzinski, residents
of Sayreville New Jersey and honored as 12
years consecutive visitors!

Mr. Corey Brodzinski

The symbolic honorary title is presented on
behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a foken
of appreciation to the guests who visit Aruba
between 10-20-35 and more consecutive
years.

Ms. Darline de Cuba thanked them for
choosing Aruba as their vacation destina-
fion and as their home away from home for
so many years together with the member of
Divi Tamarijn Ms. Tabitha Facunda, Market-
ing Manager.

Top reason for returning provided by the
honorees were the warm inviting sun, the
gracious treatment from everyone, the ab-
solute feeling of safety everywhere/anytime,
the unending selection of restaurants and
the abundance of shopping to elegance.]]
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Send us Your Home Greetings Video

ORANJESTAD - Since a while Aruba Today has a
column called Aruba To Me. Readers are invit-
ed to send their favorite vacation picture along
with a text starting with “Aruba to me is ..."”. The
column grew in popularity making the editorial
department happy seeing this interaction with
our readers realized.

It is wonderful to share in the moments of joy of
our readers who are vacationing here, but we
can also imagine that there are people home
who stayed behind and who are being missed.
Aruba Today would like to give the opportunity
to you as an appreciated reader to send a live
greeting fo your beloved ones that stayed be-
hind. It can be your parent, child, sister, brother,
neighbor who takes care of the cat, friends ...
name it.

What Do You Do

The only thing you need to do is record
a short (maximum 1 minute) video with a
greetings to home from Aruba and send
it to email news@arubatoday.com. Also
please write your name and where you
are from as well as how long you will be
staying in Aruba. We will post your video on
the Facebook page of Aruba Today!

Please do note: By submitting photos, text or
any other materials, you give permission to The
Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed
Printers and any of its affiliated companies to

= .
use said materials, as well as names, likeness,
etc. for promotional purposes without compen-
sation.

Fes Ipdery's - -
by B el paC i om

Margarifa Caban
from Connecticuf. She
wiode:

Aruba fo me ...
A i b Ihve Osirich Farm

11 Moegerii ™y frsl p o Anunn. (RSN
Dull har Mesbeined Thermm e IS
CorPy hn bee comng I
Ao for i yecn o P -
csh bty iowet I here. i ol e 8
i i wens Boma first ip o
e Chich Foeen ondd Py o |
Tt o e 5] et et Hharn
Tre four Quide won wery Kind
e L ond ey Iammative
Ty v g 43 Tend B o
wiches Thisy wise very Excived
ol ey akwakutely ove 1]

= |
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Last but not least: check out our website and
Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our
free newspaper, we strive to make you a happy

reader every day again.

Far foday s newIpaper we 1eceteed
o (e Rl Rom

Jhm Friedman from Delofl
He wrofe:

“Time with the
FAMILY!"
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In this Aug. 6, 2017, file
photo, men’s long jump silver
medalist Jarrion Lawson, of
the United States, poses on the
podium at the World Athletics
Championships in London.

Associated Press

By PAT GRAHAM
AP Sports Writer
American long jumper and
sprinter Jarrion Lawson fac-
es a lengthy ban after eat-
ing what he maintains was
confaminated meat.
His agent, Paul Doyle, told
The Associated Press on Fri-
day that Lawson is expect-
ed to receive a four-year
ban from the Athletics In-
tegrity Unit, which handles
doping issues in frack and
field. Doyle said they'll ap-
peal the soon-to-be-an-
nounced decision. Lawson
has been suspended since
August. He's considered
a strong medal contend-
er for next year's Tokyo
Games. “I'm not going to
willingly take punishment
for something | didn't do,”
Lawson said in a phone in-
terview. Doyle said Lawson
ate what they believe to
be tainted beef at a Japao-
nese restaurant in Arkansas
before a drug test on June
2,2018.

Continued on Page 23
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Back on tour in Paris, Federer keeping an eye on the present

By HOWARD FENDRICH

AP Tennis Writer

PARIS (AP) — Roger Feder-
er's return to Roland Garros
feels a bit like what hap-
pens when a wildly popular
rock star goes back on tour
after years away.

He plays his greatfest hits:
the no-look, back-to-the-
net, over-the-shoulder vol-
ley winner; the sliced back-
hand returns; the aces
to erase break points. He
elicits “oohs” and "aahs”
and raucous applause. His
audience includes parents,
familiar with his work in his
younger days, bringing
their kids fo the show.

In Federer's case, one fo-
ther-child duo had the best
seatfs in the house Friday
at Court Suzanne Lenglen.
That's because Christian
Ruud, a guy who hap-
pened to be in the French
Open field himself when Fe-
derer made his Grand Slam
debut all the way back in
1999, was in the front row,
watching his 20-year-old
son, Casper, lose to the
37-year-old Federer 6-3,
6-1,7-6 (8) in the third round
in 2019.

“That's how unbelievable
a champion he is, being to
play on a high level for 20
years. I've been impressed
with him my whole life —
and | still (am),” said Chris-
fian Ruud, who coaches
Casper.

Switzerland’s Roger Federer plays a shot against Norway’s Casper Ruud during their third round
match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Friday, May

31, 2019.

Federer, the elder Ruud
said, “cannoft play forever,
but he's still playing at an
amazing level.”

Certainly good enough
to reach the fourth round
in Paris for the record 14th
fime, a mark that was
equaled a few hours later
when Federer’s longtime ri-
val, Rafael Nadal, equaled
it with his own victory.
While Federer raced
through nine consecutive
games in one strefch —
“The first two sets went pret-
ty quick,” Casper Ruud ac-

knowledged — and hasn't
dropped a setf this week,
Nadal was pushed a bit by
27th-seeded David Goffin.
Still,  Nadal  recovered
quickly after ceding a set,
the first he'd lost to Gof-
fin in their four matches on
clay, before emerging to
win 6-1, 6-3, 4-6, 6-3. Pur-
suing a 12th champion-
ship at the French Open,
Nadal improved to 89-2 at
the clay-court tournament;
Friday marked exactly 10
years since his first defeat,
against  Robin  Soderling

Associated Press
in the fourth round in 2009
(the only year Federer won
the title).
That setback came on a
gray, rainy day. This victory
was bathed in sunshine,
which is far more to Nadal’s
liking.
He and Federer are moving
closer to a semifinal show-
down. First they'll need to
get to the quarterfinals with
victories Sunday, when
each faces an Argentine
opponent: Federer plays
68th-ranked Leonardo
Mayer, and Nadal takes on

78th-ranked Juan Ignacio
Londero, who is making his
major tournament debut.
Anothermen’s fourth-round
matchup was set when No.
7 Kei Nishikori and Benoit
Paire advanced.

In the women’s draw, 2018
runner-up Sloane Stephens
meetfs 2016 champion
Garbine Muguruza in the
fourth round, when other
matches will include 12th-
seeded Anastasija Sevasto-
va against 19-year-old Mar-
keta Vondrousova; and
No. 31 Petra Martic — who
upset No. 2 Karolina Plis-
kova — against Kaia Kane-
pi. Federer hadn’t entered
the French Open since
2015; he was injured the
next year, then decided to
skip the clay circuit in 2016-
17 to focus on preparing for
grass and hard courts. The
owner of a men’s-record 20
Grand Slam titles and con-
sidered the “Greatest of All
Time” by many already is
popular, of course; his ab-
sence apparently made
Parisian hearts grow fonder.
His matches have been
packed. Practice sessions,
too. Just walking across the
grounds Friday was an ad-
venture as aline of fans five
people deep waved hats
and tennis balls and other
items at Federer in hopes of
an autograph, while others
flmed the scene with their
camera phones.(

Esteban Chavez of the Mitchelton-Scott team celebrates while
crossing the finish line in San Martino di Castrozza to win the 151
km, 19th stage of the Giro d’ltalia cycling race from Treviso to
San Martino di Castrozza.

Associated Press

Chaves wins Stage 19,
Carapaz keeps Giro lead

SAN MARTINO DI CASTRO-
Z1A, ltaly (AP) — Esteban
Chaves secured an emo-
tional victory on the 19th
stage of the Giro d'ltalia
on Friday, and Ecuadorian
cyclist Richard Carapaz re-
mained in the overall lead.
Chaves earned his first win
since being diagnosed
with Epstein-Barr virus while
competfing in last year's
Giro and taking eight
months off from racing.
“This is pure happiness,”
Chaves said.

“It takes a heavy weight off
my back. It's arelief to be a
winner again. It shows | can
doit.”

Chaves, a Colombian who
rides for Mitchelton-Scott,

crossed the line 10 seconds
ahead of Italian cyclist An-
drea Vendrame, who had
two mechanical failures in
the final 4 kilometers of the
uphill finish to San Martino
di Castrozza.

Amaro Antunes was third,
12 seconds behind Chaves
at the end of the 151-kilo-
meter route from Treviso.
The frio had been part of
an 11-man breakaway that
escaped early in the stage
and Chaves whittled down
with a series of attacks on
the final climb.

“Because the last climb
wasn't very steep, | had to
aftack many, many times,”
Chaves said. “A big thank
you to everyone who sup-

ported me when | had a
hard ftime.” “It's another
good day for us and we're
looking forward to tomor-
row,” Carapaz said. “We're
ready to defend the Maglia
Rosa in a harder stage than
foday.”

The penultimate stage Sat-
urday is the last chance
Carapaz's rivals have to
gain significant time on the
Movistar cyclist ahead of
the final time trial in Verona
on Sunday.

The 20th stage is the last
mountain leg, with five
long, categorized climbs
in the Dolomites along the
194-kilometer route from
Felfre to Croce d’'Aune-
Monte Avena.]



TUESDAYS IN JUNE

Earn 50 points on your

SPORTS

A19

SATURDAY 1 JUNE 2019

Eagle Advantage Players Card
and between 10AM - 10:00PM is the pickup time at the

Eagle Advantage Center.
*While supplies last. See Engle Advantage Center for details.

J.E. IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 248, ARUBA | EAGLE ADVANTAGE | (297) 527-9160 | LOCATED AT THE EAGLE ARUBA RESORT & CASINO

Fanle Aruta

RESORT & CASINO

Kaymer shows sign of resurgence, tied for lead at Memorial

By DOUG FERGUSON

AP Golf Writer

DUBLIN, Ohio (AP) — Two-
time major champion Mar-
fin Kaymer is tied for the
lead going into the week-
end af the Memorial, and
whether he wins is not what
drives him.

He knows his game is close
enough that he can.
Kaymer kept it simple Fri-
day with birdies on all the
par 5s, a tee shot to 10 feet
on a dangerous right pin af
the par-3 12th and a bogey
on his final hole at Muirfield
Village for a 4-under 68 that
gave him a share of the
lead with Troy Merritt (66)
and Kyoung-Hoon Lee (67).
They were at 9-under 135.
Jordan Spieth had a 70 and
was another shot behind.
Tiger Woods had a chance
to be a lof closer to the mix
than seven shotfs except
for the par-5 15th. He was
in the shaggy rough on a
hill above the green in two,
and fook five to get down
for a double bogey. Woods
had to seftle for a 72.

“I just wasn't able to get
anything really going,”
Woods said.

Kaymer is coming up on
the five-year anniversary of
his last win, and that wasn't
just any victory. He demol-
ished the field at Pinehurst
No. 2 for an eight-shot vic-
tory, this coming one month
after he beat the strongest
and deepest field in golf at
The Players Championship.
And then he was gone.

“I distract myself,” Kaymer
said. “I listen too much to
other people, and also a
bit of belief. Sometimes,
you would think | won so
many big fournaments |
should have so much be-

Troy Merritt tees off on the 18th hole during the second round of the Memorial golf tournament
Friday, May 31, 2019, in Dublin, Ohio.

lief in myself that | can win
any week. ... The last two
years, | was just not there.
| just didn't believe that |
could win the fournament
I'm playing.”

He recently got off social
media because he found
no value except for gossip,
innuendo and otherwise
useless information. He was
reminded of why that was
such a smart move when
he stopped for coffee Tues-
day morning and stood in
line between a half-dozen
people, all staring at their
phones.

“It's just distraction, stimula-
tion for your brain, just not
thinking, not being there,”
he said.

Spieth appears to be get-
ting closer to ending nearly
two years without a victory.
One day affer he holed
two chips and made a

long eagle putt, he was in
position for a low score and
had to settle for a 70.

“I probably shot the highest
score | could have today,”
Spieth said, though he im-
mediately saw one upside.
His only bogey was on No.
10 when he missed a 4-foot
puft. But that was only his
second bogey through 36
holes.

“I'd like to think I'd make as
many or more birdies over
the next two days,” he said.
“For me, it's about eliminat-
ing mistakes, and I've done
a good job of that.”

Justin Rose made the big-
gest move of the way.
He opened with a 75 and
dropped to 4 over with a
bogey on the third round.
And then Rose strung to-
gethersix consecutive 3son
his card, especially impres-
sive because two of them
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were par 5s. He chipped
in for another birdie. He
wound up with a 63 and
went from a weekend off
to being within three shots
of the lead.

Woods watched the whole
thing and was mostly stuck
in neutral.

“All of us were watching
Rosie get things going on
the front nine,” Woods said.
“I just wasn't able to make
anything happen today.”
No shot did more damage
than his 5-wood to the par-
5 15th, where it sailed to
the left, the one place he
couldn't afford to miss. He
was frying to bounce it one
green and it took two fries
to do that, and then he
three-putted from just over
25 feet for a double bogey.
“I just need a round like
what Rosie played today,”
Woods said.

At least he's still playing.
Phil Mickelson started with
a triple bogey and ended
the back nine with a dou-
ble bogey. He matched his
worst score at Muirfield Vil-
lage with a 79 and missed
the cut. It was even more
painful for Rory Mcliroy,
who was on the cut num-
ber (1-over 145) when his
wedge to the 15th came
up 5 feet short of where it
needed to land and rolled
off the green, down the
fairway and into a light cut
of rough, leading to bogey.
He also missed a 4-foot par
putt on the 17th, making his
birdie on the 18th meaning-
less.

Also leaving early was Jus-
tin Thomas in his first tour-
nament since the Masters
because of a bone bruise
in his right wrist. He was in
good shape wunfil hitting
info the water on both par
3s on the back nine, and
when his hopes were gone,
catching a flier out of the
first cut that went off the
cart path behind the 18th
green and info the dining
room. He left in style.

For Kaymer, he can only
hope this 36-hole perfor-
mance is an arrival.

“It's very early to think that
way,"” he said. “But you're
excited fo be in position
again. You work quite hard
over the last few years,
and you want to feel that
excitement of playing one
of the last groups. And who
knows what happens by
Sunday afternoon, if I'm
still up there or not. But I'm
very pleased right now that
| put myself in that position.
... knowing and proving to
myself that | have it in me
right now.d
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North of border, Warriors enter new territory: 1-0 deficit

By TIM REYNOLDS

AP Basketball Writer
TORONTO (AP) — Steve Kerr
has seen a little of almost
everything during his wildly
successful five-year run as
coach of the Golden State
Warriors.

This, however, is something
new.

For the first fime, Kerr and
the Warriors are staring at a
1-0 deficit in the NBA Finals.
They've frailed in series be-
fore, faced plenty of ad-
verse moments along the
way, but this is the newest
challenge for a franchise
trying to join the short list of
clubs that have won three
consecutive champion-
ships.

“The experience helps,”
Kerr said Friday, a day after
the Toronto Raptors struck
first.  "Winning  multiple
championships helps be-
cause you have seen it all.
There's also just the knowl-
edge that you've been
here before. You've been
down. We have been up
3-1 and lost a series. We
have been down 3-1 and
won a series. Everything in
between. So nothing is go-
ing to catch these guys off-
guard.”

That's his hope, anyway.
There was a clear air of con-
fidence from the Warriors
even in the very first mo-
ments after the loss Thurs-
day night. They knew they
didn’t play particularly well,
and lost by only nine. They
frailed most of the way, yet
still were within striking dis-
tfance plenty of times. They
seemed far from rattled.
“No matter what, our sights
were coming in that it's a
long series,” Warriors star
Stephen Curry said. “And

Toronto Raptors forward Pascal Siakam (43) scores as Golden State Warriors center DeMarcus
Cousins (0) and guard Shaun Livingston, right, defend during the second half of Game 1 of
basketball s NBA Finals, Thursday, May 30, 2019, in Toronto.

Game 2 is an opporfunity
for us to right the wrongs
and get a big win and go
back home.”

No one needs to explain to
the Warriors that a win on
Sunday completely shifts
the narrative.

And even though the axi-
om has always been that
Game 1 winners usually go
on to win the series — and
that is sfill the case — it
seems that a 1-0 deficitisn’t
as daunting to teams as it
once might have been.
Since the league went to
the 16-team format for the
1984 postseason, Game 1
winners have never been

as vulnerable as they have
seemed to be this year. In
the 14 series this year that
preceded the NBA Finals,
six Game 1 winners wound
up losing their series. That's
never happened before in
this format.

In the 2010s, Game 1 win-
ners have gone on to lose
a series 31% of the time. In
the 2000s, it was 25%; in the
1990s, 15%.

“"As soon as you lose a
game, it will be on the
crawl that now we only
have a 19.7% chance of
winning the series. Then
if we win (Sunday) we'll
have a 42.7% chance of
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not losing the series,” said
Kerr, tongue firmly planted
in cheek. “This stuff is what
it is. You lose a game, you
come back and you ftry to
win.” Kerr's stance is clear:
A simpler approach —
study film, find ways to get
better, apply them Sun-
day —is best. On the other
hand, Golden State hadn't
lost a Game 1 this season.
Or the season before that.
Or the season before that.
The last fime the Warriors
woke up and were down
1-0in a series was the West-
ern Conference finals in
2016 — against Kevin Du-
rant and Oklahoma City.

The Warriors responded
with a blowout winin Game
2 and went on fo prevail in
seven games.

“You never lose that expe-
rience,” Warriors forward
Draymond Green said.
“You can always look back
on it and it's more about
how you felt, what was
your mindset then. But it's
impossible fo be the same
because it's completely dif-
ferent teams. And although
some of us may have that
experience, others on our
team have not had that
experience.”

It bears notfing that the
Raptors know a 1-0 series
lead doesn’t mean much.
Orlando had one of those

against  Toronto in  the
first round, and lost in five
games.

Milwaukee had one of
those against Toronto in the
Eastern Conference finals
— 2-0, actually — and lost
in six games.

“We've ftried to (have) a
conscious thought process
of not really caring what
the score of the series is,”
Raptors coach Nick Nurse
said. "I think we know that
the games are really hard.
We know that after a win,
the team that gets beat
gets readlly determined.
They try to fix things. They
mostly play a lot harder
and more physical and all
those kind of things.”

The challenge for his team
is fo do the same. That pro-
cess started with a long film
session Friday, and there
was much to clean up.
“There was plenty on there
that we need to do beftter
if we want to win another
game in this series,” Nurse
said.d



Trout, Angels

batter Kikuchi in 9-3
win over Mariners

By The Associated Press
SEATTLE (AP) — Kole Cal-
houn and César Puello
homered, Mike Trout had
three RBIs and Los Angeles
battered Yusei Kikuchi for
six early runs in a win over
Seattle.

The highly anficipated first
matchup in the majors be-
tween Japanese stars Ki-
kuchi and Shohei Ohtani
was quashed when Ohtani
was given the night off by
Angels manager Brad Aus-
mus. Even without Ohtani
in the lineup, Los Ange-
les handed Kikuchi (3-3) a
second sfraight miserable
oufing. The rookie gave up
10 hits in 3 1/3 innings. He
failed to strike out a batter
for the first time in 13 big
league starts.

The Angels used Luis Garcia
as an opener, but it was Fé-
lix Pena (3-1) shutting down
the Mariners after Garcia’s
one inning. Pena threw 5
1/3 innings, allowing three
hits and three runs. Tim
Beckham hit a two-run
homer, his 11th of the sea-
son, and later drove in an-
other run on a groundout.
RAYS 14, TWINS 3

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP)
— Austin Meadows drove
in four runs to back the

pitching of Charlie Morton,
who remained unbeaten,
as Tampa Bay beat major
league-leading Minnesota.
Meadows delivered a
three-run double in a six-
run third inning against
starter Martin Perez (7-2).
He also singled home a run
in the fourth, when the Rays
scored five more times to
make it 11-0.

Tampa Bay's winning streak
is its longest since the team
won eight straight in August
last year.

Morton (6-0) limited the
Twins to two hits before Luis
Arraez doubled and scored
on Ehire Adrianza’s two-out
single in the fifth.

Brandon Lowe had three
RBIs, Ji-Man Choi hit a two-
run homer and Christian Ar-
royo, Willy Adames, Travis
d'Arnaud and Avisail Gar-
cia also drove inruns for the
Rays.

Perez allowed a season-
high six runs and six hits over
2 2/3 innings for the Twins.
ROYALS 4, RANGERS 2
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) —
Jorge Soler and Adalberto
Mondesi homered and Jo-
kob Junis allowed two runs
in six innings as Kansas City
snapped a three-game los-
ing streak with a win over

L
.

"
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Los Angeles Angels’ Cesar Puello (48) reacts as he crosses the plate after hilting a solo home run
during the third inning of the team’s baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Thursday, May

30, 2019, in Seattle.

Texas.

Junis (4-5) allowed four
hits, including homers by
Shin-Soo Choo and Nomar
Mazara, and two walks for
his first win since May 1. The
victory follows three losses
and a no-decision.

lan Kennedy worked a per-
fect ninth inning for his third
save, and the first for Kan-
sas City since May 1.

The Royals improved to
8-20 away from Kauffman
Stadium, but sfill have the
worst road record in the

majors.

Mike Minor (5-4) allowed
three runs on seven hifs in
five-plus innings.

WHITE SOX 10, INDIANS 4
CHICAGO (AP) — Yonder
Alonso and José Abreu
each hit a two-run homer,
and Chicago beat Cleve-
land for ifs season-high
fourth straight victory.
Alonso also doubled and
scored against his former
team, helping Chicago
move within one game
of Cleveland for second
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place in the AL Central.
Eloy Jiménez had three hits
and two RBIs, and Manny
Banuelos (3-4) pifched 5
1/3 innings of three-run ball
for his first win in a month.
Carlos  Carrasco (4-6)
matched a season high by
allowing six runs and 10 hits
in 6 1/3 innings of his third
consecutive loss.
Jordan Luplow went deep
for Cleveland, and Carlos
Santana drove in two runs
in the opener of a four-
game series.[]

Plugging holes: Bruins’ Moore
ready to step in for Grzelcyk

By STEPHEN WHYNO

AP Hockey Writer

ST. LOUIS (AP) — John
Moore is ready for his clo-
seup and the chance fo
make an impact in the
Stanley Cup Final.

Moore is expected to re-
place injured defenseman
Matt Grzelcyk in the Boston
Bruins' lineup for Game 3
at the St. Louis Blues on Sat-
urday night. Grzelcyk is in
concussion protocol and
didn’t fravel with the team,
and Moore took his place
in practice Friday along-
side Connor Cliftfon.

“This is why you train, why
you prepare, why you take
care of yourself,” Moore
said. “When you're called

upon, it's fime to do your
job."”

The series is tied 1-1.

Moore for Grzelcyk is one of
a couple holes being filled
with injuries and a suspen-
sion affecting the plans for
coaches Bruce Cassidy of
the Bruins and Craig Ber-
ube of the Blues. Boston
first-ine  center  Patfrice
Bergeron and Blues first-line
winger Vladimir Tarasenko
are confirmed to play in
Game 3 after each one
missed practice for main-
fenance, but the lineups
have to change slightly.
The Blues will be without im-
portant grinder Oskar Sun-
dqvist after their only ac-
tive player with a Cup ring

was suspended one game
for boarding Grzelcyk and
knocking him out of Game
2 on Wednesday night.
Zach Sanford is expected
fo go in the lineup for his
first playoff action since the
first round, though Berube
wouldn’t confirm that and
said injured forward Robert
Thomas was a “possibility™
to play.

“Does a lot of good things
for us on both sides of the
puck,” Berube said. “Good
penalty killer, center, wing,
great defensively and has
produced for us, too. Good
player.”

Sanford  hasn't played
since Game 3 of the Win-
nipeg series April 14. That's

Boston Bruins’ Matt Grzelcyk, center, is assisted from the ice by
Jake DeBrusk, left, and David Krejci, right, after an injury during
the first period in Game 2 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final
against the St. Louis Blues, Wednesday, May 29, 2019, in Boston.
Associated Press

an even longer layoff than
Blues winger Robby Fabbri,
who replaced Thomas in
Game 2.

“The guys who haven't
been playing have done a

good job of holding each
other accountable,” San-
ford said. “We've been
skating, working out. It's a
little different when you get
infoagame.”
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Giants snap 7-game losing streak with 3-1 win over Marlins

By The Associated Press
MIAMI (AP) — Brandon
Crawford hit a tiebreak-
ing two-run double in the
eighth inning, and the San
Francisco Giants broke a
seven-game losing streak
by rallying past the Miami
Marlins 3-1 Thursday.

San Francisco’s Tyler
Beede, recalled before the
game from Triple-A Sacra-
mento, allowed one run in
sixinnings to lower his ERA in
four appearances to 7.82.
Three relievers completed
a seven-hitter.

The Giants averted a series
sweep against the team
with the National League'’s
worst record, and won with
six hits. They trailed 1-0 in
the seventh when Craw-
ford doubled and scored
on a single by Mike Yastr-
zemski, who earned his first
career RBI.

With the score 1-all, Adam
Conley (1-5) walked pinch
hitter Buster Posey in the
eighth. Brandon Belt fol-
lowed with a broken-bat
single, and Evan Longoria
walked to load the bases.
Crawford greeted Wei-Yin
Chen with a ground-rule
double for a 3-1 lead.
Reyes Moronta (2-4)
worked a scoreless seventh.
Will Smith pitched a perfect
ninth for his 13th save.
Sandy Alcantara pitched
six innings, singled home
the Marlins’ lone run and
worked around two hits,
five walks and a hit bats-
man.

DODGERS 2, METS 0

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Hyun-
Jin Ryu pitched four-hit ball

San Francisco Giants’ Brandon Crawford watches after hitting a ground rule double to score two
runs during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Thursday, May 30,

2019, in Miami.

intfo the eighth inning, lead-
ing Los Angeles over New
York.

Chris  Taylor tripled off
hard-luck loser Jason Var-
gas to start the bottom of
the first and scored when
Max Muncy followed with
a double. That was all the
offense for either team un-
til Kiké Herndndez singled
home an insurance run
with two outs in the eighth.
Ryu (8-1) struck out seven
and walked one in 7 2/3
innings. Kenley Jansen got
four outs for his 16th save
as the NL West leaders took
three of four in the series.
Greeted by a standing
ovatfion, Ryu has 69 strike-

outs and only five walks in
11 starts.

CARDINALS 5, PHILLIES 3
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Dao-
kota Hudson tossed six ef-
fective innings, Jedd Gyor-
ko hit a two-run homer and
St. Louis beat Philadelphia.
Marcell Ozuna, Matt Wiet-
ers and Matt Carpenter
also went deep for the Car-
dinals, who avoided their
first sweep against Philadel-
phia since 2006.

Hudson (4-3) allowed four
hits and one run in his fourth
straight quality start. Jordan
Hicks got the last three outs
for his 11th save in 12 fries
after three relievers worked
two innings.

Associated Press
Phillies starter Jerad Eick-
hoff (2-3) gave up four
runs and eight hits in 6 1/3
innings. Bryce Harper and
Rhys Hoskins had RBI hits
and Cesar Hernandez add-
ed an RBI fielder's choice
grounder for Philadelphia.
ROCKIES 11, DIAMOND-
BACKS 10, 10 INNINGS
DENVER (AP) — Daniel Mur-
phy hit an RBI single in the
10th inning to lead Colo-
rado to a victory over Ari-
zona.
The Rockies swept the four-
game series and extended
their winning streak to five
games. Colorado’s last four
wins at home have come
on walk-offs by different

players.

Trevor Story reached on a
one-out double off Yoshihi-
sa Hirano (0-2) and moved
to third on a groundout by
David Dahl. Arizona inten-
tionally walked Nolan Are-
nado, and Murphy lined
a single to left that scored
Story.

Murphy finished with three
hits and three RBIs, and
Story had a career-high
four hits. lan Desmond also
homered. Seunghwan Oh
(3-1) pitched the top of the
10th and goft the win.
Eduardo Escobar, Christian
Walker and pitcher Taylor
Clarke hit home runs for Ari-
zona, which failed to hold
the late lead and dropped
its fourth straight.

BREWERS 11, PIRATES 5
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Mike
Moustakas had two hom-
ers among his four hits and
Milwaukee beaft Pittsburgh.
Yasmani Grandal also hom-
ered and had four hits to
help the Brewers win for the
third fime in four games.
Moustakas hit a two-run
shot in the first inning, and
his solo shot in the third ex-
tended Milwaukee's lead
to 4-1.

Grandal followed Mous-
fokas' second homer with
a solo shot to back Chase
Anderson (3-0), who gave
up two runs and six hits with
five strikeouts in five innings.
Colin Moran homered in
the fourth for Pittsburgh.
Josh Bell pushed his hitting
streak to 10 games.

Joe Musgrove (3-6) al-
lowed five runs and 11 hifs
in six innings.d

Mamiko Higa of Japan, watches her ball off the 13th tee during
the second round of the U.S. Women’s Open golf tournament,
Friday, May 31, 2019, in Charleston, S.C.

By PETE IACOBELLI
AP Sports Writer
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CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP) —
Japan’s Mamiko Higa said

Rain Rally: Higa holds onto U.S.
Women'’s Open lead after delay

she wasn’t nervous holding
the first-round lead at the
U.S. Women's Open. Now,
she's given her nerves a
much bigger test after Fri-
day'’s weather-delayed
second round.

Higa shot an even-par 71
to maintain her edge in first
appearance in the year's
second major. She rallied
with three birdies on her fi-
nal six holes to move in front
of Jessica Korda and hold
the halfway lead.

Higa, a 25-year-old known

as part of a Japanese
sports power couple with
sumo wrestler husband Ikioi
Shota, wasn't worried after
her opening surprise 65, the
lowest debut round in four-
nament history.

“After | finished, (Thursday)
night i didn’t feel that much
pressure. | wasn't nervous,”
she said through an inter-
preter.

Higa showed those steely
nerves after the rain de-
lay of 1 hour, 58 minutes.
Trailing Korda by a shot,

she rolled in an 11-footer
for birdie on her first stroke
back. She followed that
up with two more birdies,
both which moved her in
front of Korda and into the
lead after 36 holes at the
Country Club of Charles-
ton. On her final hole, the
ninth, with darkness closing
in, Higa confidently struck a
14-footer for birdie.

“I'feel very lucky that I could
finish up 18 holes today so
that | can recover well for
tomorrow,"” she said.
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Dangerous game: Joshua fights
Ruiz, with others on his mind

By BARRY WILNER

AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — In front
of Anthony Joshua for his
U.S. debut will be Andy Ruiz
Jr.

On Joshua's mind will be
more than the defense of
his four heavyweight ftitles
Saturday night.

As honest as he is undefeat-
ed, Joshua says the likes of
Tyson Fury, Deontay Wilder
and a few other potential
opponents aren't far from
his thoughts. It's a danger-
ous game to be playing if
his total focus isn't on the
upcoming opponent at
Madison Square Garden,
even if Ruiz is a 30-1 under-
dog.

“I think | can beat Ruiz,”
Joshua said. “If Wilder is not
available, | want Fury,” he
said.

"l said | want fo meet Wild-
er, chat with him, and the
next day he announces a
fight with no date or ven-
ue attached to it. | still say
there is hope, but | think the
next person | want then is
Fury.”

Wilder, owner of the WBC
crown, apparently has de-

cided to give Luis Ortiz a
rematch. Ortiz battered
Wilder for parts of their fight
in early 2018 before run-
ning out of gas and getting
knocked out.

Fury vs. Wilder in an all-Brit-
ish bout could bring a huge
purse in the United King-
dom.

“The possibilities are sfill in
there for the (other cham-
pions) fo fight,” Joshua
said.

Ah, but there's this little
annoyance for WBA/IBF/
WBO/IBO champion Josh-
ua: Ruiz.

“I am fighting good fight-
ers,” Joshua said of his 22-0
mark, 21 by knockouts. He
wouldn't give Wilder that
much credit.

“I'm still taking risks. I'd rath-
er take the risk with some-
one who brings a massive
reward. But beating Ruiz is
fine.”

Joshua originally  was
scheduled to face Jarrell
Miller, but the trash-talking
New Yorker failed drug
tests. It doesn’t seem that
Joshua has worked up the
enmity for Ruiz that he car-
ried for Miller — their news

conference  announcing
the fight was a mud-sling-
ing festival.

The champion also can't
seem to keep his focus on
Ruiz (32-1, 21 KOs). He vows
he will put on a good show
for the Garden crowd and
the streaming audience on
DAIN. Then, he will chase
bigger headlines.

“It's not about Wilder,”
Joshua said. “lt's about
what | can achieve. I'm
still after a fight for the un-
disputed heavyweight fitle.
We've been pointing there
for years. Wilder's a good
name in general. It's not
about Joshua vs. Wilder.
It's about the undisputed
heavyweight ftitle. That
means a lot to me.”

Any portion of the fitle
would mean the world to
Ruiz. He fought for the WBO
version and lost to Joseph
Parker on a very close deci-
sion. Wilder now owns that
crown.

“I am blessed,” Ruiz said. "I
have nothing bad to say
about him. He's a good
fighter. Hopefully, | can get
the knockout. If not, being
busy and using my hands
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British boxer Anthony Joshua, left, faces off against Andy Ruiz
before a press conference ahead of their heavyweight bout,
Thursday, May 30, 2019, in New York. Joshua will defend his
WBA, WBO and IBF heavyweight titles.

and gefting the combina-
tions and | win by decision.”
Considering only Parker
has gone the distance with

Associated Press
Joshua, and Ruiz fested
Parker bigtime, maybe the
American will provide a
challenge.d

Doping Ban

Continved from Page 17

Lawson was noftified on
Aug. 3 that he tested posi-
five for a metabolite of the
banned anabolic steroid
tfrenbolone. The substance
is frequently used in the U.S.
to promote the growth of
beef cattle. It also formed
part of a steroid mixture
used by Russian athletes at
the 2014 Winter Olympics.
Before last summer, Law-
son said he knew nothing
about tfrenbolone. Now, he
knows quite a bit about it.
His “A’"" sample contained
about 0.65 nanograms and
his “B"" sample about 0.80.
Doyle noted that those
who have tested positive
for trenbolone have been
in the range of 37 nano-
grams.

“It's an impossible burden
fo prove because you
don't have a time mao-
chine to go back and test

the beef,” Doyle said.
Lawson's been a rising
standout since he burst on
the scene. During his last
season at the University of
Arkansas in 2016, Lawson
became the first man since
Jesse Owens in 1936 to win
the 100, 200 and long jump
at the same NCAA cham-
pionships.

That  summer, Lawson
nearly captured Olympic
gold in the long jump, but
missed out on the top spot
when he grazed the sand
with his fingers just before
landing. He finished fourth.
In 2017, he took second at
the world championships.
Lawson hasn't competed
since the Diamond League
meet in London on July 22,
2018, when he finished third
in the long jump.

Since August, the 25-year-
old Lawson has been split-
fing his time between work-
ing on the 100, 200 and his
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In this March 2, 2018, file photo, United States’ Jarrion Lawson
makes an attempt in the men’s long jump final at the World
Athletics Indoor Championships in Birmingham, Britain.

form for the long jump — alll
the while knowing his future
remains uncertain. He's not
sure about U.S. champion-
ships later this summer or
U.S. Olympic trials.

“They could've sought a
two-year ban, which would
have him back ready for
the Olympic games po-
tentially. But Jarrion and |
agree he shouldn't accept
a two-minute ban because

Associated Press
he did nothing wrong,”
Doyle said.

Lawson has a credit-card
receipt from the restaurant
on the day he purchased a
beef bowl.

Doyle said they also have
the beef supplier informa-
tion and the company did
use trenbolone.

“There’'s a bias when
there's a negative drug test
to automatically think who-

ever involved was doping.
That's not the case. There's
proof that's not the case,”
Lawson said. "l believe I'll
be back on the track here
soon.”

The World Anti-Doping
Agency's board recently
amended an article of ifs
code that allows WADA-
accredited labs to report
“atypical findings” for the
prohibited substance clen-
buterol. Before that, labs
were only allowed to report
analytfical testing results
for exogenous prohibited
substances as “adverse
analytical findings,” which
didn’t allow for investiga-
fions to take place when
potential meat contamina-
fion scenarios occurred.

It doesn’t extend to frenbo-
lone. Doyle said they sent
hair samples from Lawson
to a French lab for testing
and it came back nego-
five for trenbolone. Doyle
said that proves Jarrion
is “not a habitual user of
frenbolone.”J
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Hydrogen-power electric flying vehicle: Long road to liftoff

By CHRISTOPHER WEBER
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A
fransportation  company
is betting its sleek new hy-
drogen-powered electric
flying vehicles will someday
serve as taxis, cargo carri-
ers and ambulances of the
sky, but experts say they will
have to clear a number of
regulatory hurdles before
being approved for takeoff
years in the future.

With six rotors on the roof
and seats inside for five
people, a passenger mod-
el of the Skai (pronounced
“sky") unveiled Wednesday
near Los Angeles resembles
an oversized drone crossed
with a luxury SUV.

Like a drone, the vehicle
from Alaka'i Technologies
takes off and lands verti-
cally. It's one of many simi-
lar electric flying crafts in
production, including pro-
totypes from Boeing and
Airbus that made success-
ful test flights this year, ac-
cording to Vertical Flight
Society, an industry group.
Most are powered by bat-
teries, which can add a lof
of weight. The Skai instead
uses very light hydrogen
fuel cells to run its rotors,
giving it a range of 400

This Tuesday, May 28, 2019, photo shows the Skai vehicle, developed by Alaka’i Technologies in

Newbury Park, Calif.

miles (644 kilometers) and
the capacity to carry 1,000
pounds (454 kilograms) in
people or freight, the com-
pany says.

“We just couldn’t get to the
point where we could have
enough batteries to get to
the payload that we knew
we needed,” CEO Stephan
Hanvey said of the choice
to switch to hydrogen pow-
er. Alaka'i says it's planning

a test flight near its Massa-
chusetts headquarters.

It would be flown by an on-
board pilot using a pair of
joysticks, but the technol-
ogy exists to eventually fly it
remotely and even auton-
omously, Hanvey said.

It will be years before the
Federal Aviation Adminis-
fration allows the autono-
mous flight of passenger
vehicles, said attorney

Associated Press
Thaddeus Lightfoot, a part-
ner with the firm Dorsey &
Whitney who helps compa-
nies navigate FAA rules.
Regulators are sfill grap-
pling with the proliferation
of smaller drones — those
under about 50 pounds
flown by hobbyists and
flmmakers. The FAA just
this year eased restrictions
on flying small drones over
crowds and at night.

Drone-like vehicles such
as the Skai must first simply
prove their airworthiness,
like any common plane,
Lightfoot said. After thaf,
getting commercial certi-
fication is another convo-
luted process, he said.
“The technology is inter-
esting, but the regulatory
road will be very long,” said
Lightfoot, adding that the
idea of allowing people to
fly in a large aircraft without
a pilot is “well outside the
current regulatory regime.”
Hanvey conceded that it
could take at least a de-
cade before the company
realizes his vision of a fleet
of electric flying vehicles
ferrying passengers over
major cities at nearly 120
mph. Before that, he hopes
to see Skai aircraft used
by first responders to send
in food or water following
disasters like hurricanes or
wildfires that can destroy
infrastructure.

It could be used as an am-
bulance and to evacuate
people, Hanvey said. Out-
fitted with a transmitter, one
could serve as a mobile cell
tower, hovering for up to 10
hours over a neighborhood
to provide communication
services, he said..

Cuba legalizes private Wi-Fi, importation of routers

By MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN
Associated Press

HAVANA (AP) — Cuba an-
nounced Wednesday that
it is legalizing private Wi-Fi
networks and the importa-
fion of equipment like rout-
ers, eliminating one of the
world’s fightest restrictions
on internet use.

The measure announced
by state media provides
a legal status to thou-
sands of Cubans who cre-
ated homemade digital
networks with smuggled
equipment that was illegal
but generally tolerated by
authorifies in recent years.
It also appears to allow pri-
vate businesses to provide
infernet to customers, the
potential start in Cuba of
infernet cafes, so far virtu-
ally unknown here.

While the new regulation
permits citizens to con-
nect to the internet with
their own equipment and
share the signal with oth-

)

In this Jan. é, 2017 photo Roberto Carlos Villamar uses his laptop
on the new experimental internet in the living room of his home
in Havana, Cuba.

ers, it does not loosen state
control of the internet itself.
Cuba'’s telecoms monopo-
ly, Etecsa, remains the only
internet provider on the is-
land. The new rules go into
effect on July 29.

The government says op-
erators of private net-
works will not be allowed
to charge for the service,
although it is unclear how

Associated Press
that will be enforced. Un-
fil 2015, the only legal in-
ternet on the island could
be found in government
computer centers and ho-
tels frequented mostly by
tourists. That changed with
the acftivation of dozens of
government routers mount-
ed in parks and on street
corners. Cubans could
log on to the routfers with

scratch-off cards bought
from the government for
several dollars per hour of
internet. That cost has de-
clined to $1 an hour.

In order to enjoy the inter-
net athome, Cubans smug-
gled in powerful antennas
that picked up the signal
from nearby government
routers and piped into their
bedrooms and living rooms.
They stfill needed govern-
ment scratch-off cards fo
access the internet itself.
Cubans also created their
own networks of thousands
of computers connected
fo each other with cables
strung from home to home,
mostly  for competitive
game-playing. They were
not allowed to be con-
nected to the internet, al-
though many had at least
some points of connection.
Those networks were large-
ly tolerated but subject to
occasional searches and
confiscation. All will now

become legal. Cubans
also will be able to bring in
antennas and routers after
requesting a permit on-
line, a process supposed to
take 30 days. What's more,
the homemade house-
fo-house networks will be
able to legally connect to
the government internef,
spreading connectivity to
thousands of homes that
don’'t have it. Cuba began
offering home internet ser-
vice over phone lines last
year but the service has
been slow to spread out-
side a sfill-limited number
of neighborhoods. Cuba
also began offering mobile
internet service last year,
a service that has spread
much faster.

While equipment owners
will be free to share their
Wi-Fi signal, their own ac-
cess to the internet itself will
still require access through
a government scratch-off
card.(d



BUSINESS

A25

SATURDAY 1 JUNE 2019

By KELSEY SHEEHY
Associated Press

You have a stable job and
a solid nest egg. Time to
buy a home, righte Not
necessarily.

Although homeownership
can offer financial benefits
like equity, appreciation
and tax deductions, there
may still be good reasons
to keep renting even when
you can afford to buy, in-
cluding more mobility and
financial flexibility.

“It's really just not as cut
and dried as the famous
‘throwing money away on
rent,’” especially if renting is
buying you something you
value, such as flexibility or
consistency in terms of cost
of living,” says Charlie Bo-
lognino, a certified finan-
cial planner at Side-by-Side
Financial Planning LLC in
Plymouth, Minnesota.

Here are five reasons rent-
ing might make sense for
you.

YOU WANT FLEXIBILITY
Buying a home could eas-
ily fie you to a place for
years, if not decades. You
can always sell, of course,
but there are associated
costs — and you could lose
money if you sell too soon
or are forced fo sell in a
down market.

Renting, on the other hand,
gives you more freedom to
relocate as desired. Sure,
you have a lease to con-
sider, but those ftypically
last just 12 months, and you
may have the option to
sublet if you can find a new

7]
o

In this April 23, 2018, file photo a for rent sign denotes the availability of another existing home in

Jackson, Miss.

tenant. So you can more
easily jump at a career op-
porfunity across the coun-
fry or simply fry a different
neighborhood on for size.

That level of flexibility can
also provide relief if your fi-
nancial situation changes.

“"When you’'re renting, you
have a light at the end of
the tunnel where, if you're
stretched thinner than you
thought you would be, you
can pick up and move
when your lease is up,” says
Kelly Ennis, a cerfified finan-
cial planner and founder of
Infinity Financial Strategies
LLC in Granby, Connecti-
cut. "With a house, you
have to pay it off or sell it,
and hope you get at least

as much as you paid or
enough to cover your mort-
gage.”

YOU DON'T HAVE TIME FOR
MAINTENANCE
Homeownership is  work.
Yardwork. Housework.
Maintenance work. All of
that can be a drain. "Own-
ing your own property just
takes more time,” says Ken-
ny Kline, an entrepreneur in
Brooklyn, New York. “Deal-
ing with maintenance, the
co-op board, the occasion-
al construction project all
tfakes more fime and stress
than you realize.” Kline pre-
viously owned a home, but
went back to renting and
has “never looked back,”
he says. “Now, | live in a

Associated Press
well-managed apartment
building, and all of that is
taken care of for me.”

YOU CRAVE AMENITIES
Renting can give you ac-
cess to perks like an on-site
gym or a rooftop swimming
pool. But some buildings go
well beyond the basics, of-
fering next-level amenities,
says Sophie Morrison, a real
estate broker in downtown
Chicago.

“We're seeing things like
bowling alleys, boxing rings,
golf simulators, massage
rooms, salt saunas, basket-
ball courts, movie theaters,
recording studios and wine
cellars,” Morrison says, not-
ing that many of her cli-
ents can afford to buy but

choose to rent in part be-
cause of the amenities new
buildings offer. “These luxu-
ries are significantly more
common in rental buildings
than condos.”

YOU LIKE FINANCIAL PRE-
DICTABILITY

Average rents in a city may
fluctuate, but once you
sign a lease, your rent is
fixed for the duration of the
lease, if not beyond. The
same cannot always be
said for homeownership.
Yes, your mortgage pay-
ments remain stable, but
maintenance costs can
be unpredictable. Prop-
erty taxes can also fluctu-
ate, and not just because
your home value increases.
Cities can impose higher
property tax rates, and fed-
eral laws can change (and
have changed) how much
you can deduct from your
taxes.

Buying a home comes with
a lot more upfront costs,
foo. First, there's the down
payment, which might be
anywhere from 5% to 20%
of the home price. Then,
there's closing costs. On a
$300,000 home, you could
pay as much as $15,000 in
closing costs.

All of that can leave you
feeling cash poor. So it's
not surprising that 34% of
first-fime U.S. homebuyers
said they no longer felt fi-
nancially secure after pur-
chasing their current home,
according fo a survey con-
ducted this year by The
Harris Poll for NerdWallet.(

US consumer spendlng slows to 0.3% gain in April

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con-
sumer spending slowed in
April while inflation was up,
but still far below the target
set by the Federal Reserve.
The Commerce Depart-
ment said Friday that
spending increased 0.3% in
April following a 1.1% surge
in March that had been the
largest increase in nearly a
decade. Personal income
growth, which had been
lagging in recent months,
jumped 0.5% in April.
Inflation, as measured by
a gauge fied to consumer
spending, increased 1.5%

In thls April 24, 2019, file photo Marcy Selnberg shops at a
Walmart Neighborhood Market in Levittown, N.Y. On Friday,
May 31, the Commerce Department issues its April report on
consumer spending, which accounts for roughly 70 percent of
U.S. economic activity.

Associated Press

in April compared with a
year ago, up slightly from
a 1.4% 12-month change in
April. The Fed tries to man-
age interest rate policy to
achieve annual price gains
of 2%. However, through
the first three months of this
year, inflation fell farther
from this goal. President
Donald Trump has argued
that the slowdown in infla-
fion shows that the Fed is
keeping monetary policy
too tight and should start
cutting interest rates. The
Fed raised rates four times
last year but then reversed
course in January and has
signaled that it plans to

keep rates unchanged
this year. However, Trump
has argued that the Fed’s
policies are hurting the
economy and the central
bank should be slashing
rates instead of keeping
them steady. Fed Chair-
man Jerome Powell and
other Fed officials have at-
fributed the slowdown in
inflation to temporary fac-
tors which should reverse
in coming months and
have argued that the Fed’s
wait-and-see approach on
further changes in interest
rates is appropriate given
how low unemployment is
currently.[
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the
empty squares so that each row, each column
and each 3x3 box contains the same number
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday.

Yesterday’s puzzle answer
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ACROSS
1 Astonish
5 Perched upon
9 Annual school
dance
13AI_up;ina
row
15 Glum-faced
16 TV'sKelly __
17 Bring together
18 Poison remedies
20 Male animal
21 Family member
23 Second
24 Lowly workers
26 Young dog
27 Bawl out
29 Handgun
32 Jagged
33 Means of
transportation
35 Dyer's tub
37 Covetousness
38 Word attached to
any or some
39 Goose egg
40 Boston cream __
41 Uses a lever
42 Funeral hymn
43 Albert & Murphy
45 Chopped finely
46 “Snakes __
Plane”; thriller
film
47 Songbird
48 Valuables
51 Suffix for meteor
or social
52 Didn't__ up;
made no sense
55 Comforted
58 More unusual
60 Harbor bird
61 Actress Russo
62 Plato’s “S”
63 Short one-act play
64 Daredevil Knigvel
65 In case

DOWN
1 Runone’s words
together
2 Turner or Fey
3 No better than
before

Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews

4 Hair covering
5 West & Sandler
62000 pounds
7 Not at home
8 Overusing the
mirror
90n time
10 Ceremony
11 __house;
realtor’s event
12 Ship's pole
14 Lower in rank
19 Throw water over
22 Very late
bedtime
25 Simple
27 Tap the hom
28 Golfer Els
29 Cookware items
30 Make someone
pay too much
31 Roomy
33 Fratemity letters
34 Falsehood
36 __the ling;
obeyed
38 __chest; trunk
full of riches

Friday’s Puzzle Solved
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39 Elementwhose 49 Look for

symbol is Zn 50 Indira’s dress
41 Half-quarts 53 FDR & HST
42 Eaters 54 Word of
44 “Alice __Live disgust

Here Anymore” 56 Gun the engine
45 Cambridge inst. 57 90 degrees from
47 _ Castro NNW

48 Camey & others 59 Feel miserable
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Endangered
condor
may have
hatched

in Zion
National
Park

Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) —
There's likely a new baby
condor at Zion National
Park in southwest Utah.
Park rangers said Thursday
that they suspect a pair
of endangered California
condors has hatched their
first egg because of be-
havior changes between
the birds.

They estimate the chick to
be about 3 weeks old.

If the chick survives, it
would be Utah's first suc-
cessful hatchling.

Zion spokeswoman Aly Bal-
frus says three chicks have
been born at the park but
have died before they
were old enough fo fly.
National Park Service re-
cords show the condors
were the only breeding
pair in Zion as of last year.
Park  rangers estimate
they've been together for
two years.

California condors are
making a comeback in
the wild three decades
after nearing the brink of
extinction..
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Halley Time Travel

Marriott Ocean Club
Platinum Season

1 BR OceanView $12 K
1 BR OceanFront $18 K
2 BR OceanView $18 K
2 BR OceanFront $ 28 K
Gold season

1 BR OceanView $6 K

2 BR OceanView $8 K

2 BR OceanFront $12 K

Marriott Surf Club
Platinum season

2 BR Garden View $15 K
2 BR Ocean View $ 17 K
2 BR Ocean side $18 K
2 BR Ocean Front $ 27 K
3 BR Ocean View $ 28 K

Marriott Surf Club

Gold Season

2 BR Garden View $ 7 K
2 BR Ocean View $8 K
2BR Ocean Side $9K
2 BR Ocean Front $12 K
3 BR Ocean View $15K

Casa Del Mar

2 BR wk # 20 Ground Floor
pool/ocean view $ 8K

Divi Village

studio wk # 21 building B

3rd floor 30 weeks remain $3 K

Amsterdam Manor

1 BR wk # 22 5th Floor
pool/ocean view $ 4 K

rent $1000

Divi Village

2 BR Town House

wk #24 Building C 3rd floor
elevator 39 weeks remain $13 K

Marriott Grand Chateau
Las Vegas
2BR Platinum $20 K

Call: 630 1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Courtyard Aruba
Studio wk#29 Second floor
Pool View
Price $12K
Call (whatsapp) 592 4431
211355

LIKe

115 91)

HAGE 0 O K¢
facebook.com/arubatoday/

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

IMSAN 24 Hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Eagle Tel. 587 9011
San Nicolas:

Aloe Tel. 584 4606

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424
IAmerican Airlines 582 2700
/Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896
CRUISES

June 4

Freedom of the Seas
June 5

Monarch

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

\Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info

Phone Directory Tel. 118
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Tornado warning? In East, storm season brlngs bewilderment

By DAVID PORTER
Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — As
a tornado bore down on
the western edge of New
Jersey, some residents pre-
pared for the worst, while
others were caught off
guard, despite bulletins
from meteorologists and
extensive coverage by
television and radio sta-
fions.

Marie Raffay was at a high
school sports award ban-
quet in Stanhope on Tues-
day night with her husband
and two sons when they
and otfhers noticed the sky
darkening, accompanied
by thunder and lightning.
"We figured it was a typi-
cal late afternoon storm,”
Raffay said. “Then the win-
dows got pushed in by the
pressure. | said to another
woman, ‘I don't think we
should be standing there.””
One person in the group
mentioned getting a forna-
do warning on his phone,
said Raffay, a civil engi-
neer, but others were un-
aware.

The nation has seen a surge
in fornadoes this month,
with Tuesday sefting a re-
cord as the 12th consecu-
tive day with at least eight
reported. Some tornado
warnings have edged into
areas of the East Coast
unaccustomed to  such
storms, where many peo-
ple are not conditioned to
hear or heed such alerts.
New Jersey gets a handful
of tornadoes per year on

A snapped tree trunk lays near the entrance of Lenape Valley Regional High School in Stanhope,
N.J. on Wednesday, May 29, 2019.

average. Two fwisters hit
New York City on one day
in 2012, but only about 60
had hit the area in the 50
years before that, accord-
ing to the National Weath-
er Service.

“The fact is that in New
Jersey, tornadoes are too
rare for there to be a well-
designed warning system
in most communities, nor
a properly educated pub-
lic who know what to do
when a warning is issued,”
said David Robinson, the
state’s climatologist and a
professor at Rutgers Univer-
sity.

Tuesday’'s tornado dam-
aged Lenape Valley Re-
gional High School's fa-

cade and ripped up a
soffball dugout, depositing
the roof on its side on the
ground. Toppled trees and
power lines left most resi-
dents without electricity.

In Ohio, where tornadoes
are far more common, me-
teorologists went on the of-
fensive Monday night with
aggressive fornado warn-
ings, actions several offi-
cials said saved lives.
"Pretty miraculous” is how
Dayton Fire Chief Jeffrey
Payne described the sur-
vival stafistics on Tuesday
morning.

“I aftribute much of that o
the early notification to the
public, and then the pub-
lic heeding those warnings

Associated Press
and gefting shelter,” Payne
said. At the time, no fa-
talities had been reported.
Later, authorities said a sin-
gle man was killed in Celina
when winds pushed a car
intfo his house.

Not everyone was pleased
with the information dump.
Some television viewers, ap-
parently inured to weather
alerts, complained on so-
cial media about an Ohio
meteorologist interrupting
“The Bacheloretfte” with
a tornado warning, lead-
ing him to deliver an on-air
scolding .

“No, we're not going back
to the show, folks,” Dayton
meteorologist Jamie Simp-
son said. “This is a danger-

ous situation, OK?2”

Current Bachelorette Han-
nah Brown stood up for
Simpson in a tweet , thank-
ing supporters in Dayton for
their love but urging them
to be safe. “Naders are no
joke,” the former Miss Ala-
bama USA tweeted.

The nature of tornadoes
puts a premium on prepa-
ration, according to long-
fime WCBS Radio meteo-
rologist Craig Allen. Unlike
hurricane warnings, which
often are issued 24 to 48
hours ahead of time, a
tornado watch often is is-
sued six to eight hours in
advance, and a warning
isn't given until a tornado is
seen on radar.

Tornadoes in New Jersey
and the surrounding area
also can be more difficult
to detect without the help
of radar, Allen said.
“Tornadoes around here
aren't the same as else-
where, where you can
see them for miles and
miles,” he said. “They are
rain-wrapped, and they
are small spinoffs; you usu-
ally don't see them track-
ing across miles of land.
If it wasn't for radar, we
wouldn’'t even know some
of them are there.”

Scoft Olson, a resident of
Byram, New Jersey, where
Tuesday’s tornado caused
damage, recalled growing
up in Minnesota and being
conditioned to swing into
action when the tornado
sirens would go off, evenin
the dead of night.[]

Companies report progress on blood tests to detect cancer

By MARILYNN MARCHIONE
AP Chief Medical Writer

A California company says
its experimental blood test
was able to detect many
types of cancer at an early
stfage and gave very few
false alarms in a study that
included people with and

without the disease.

Grail Inc. gave results in a
news release on Friday and
will report them Saturday
at the American Society of
Clinical Oncology meeting
in Chicago. They have not
been published in a journal
or reviewed by other scien-
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In this Tuesday, April 28, 2015 file photo, a patient has her
blood drawn at a hospital in Philadelphia to monitor her cancer

treatment.

Associated Press

fists. Many companies are
frying to develop early de-
tection "liquid biopsy” tests
that capture bits of DNA
that cancer cells shed into
blood. On Thursday, Johns
Hopkins  University  scien-
fists launched a company
called Thrive Earlier De-
tection Corp. to develop
its CancerSEEK test, which
yielded results similar to
Grail's more than a year
ago.

Grail is closely watched be-
cause of the extraordinary
investment it's aftracted —
more than $1 billion from
Jeff Bezos, Bill Gates and
other celebrities.(.]
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Ronnie James Dio to tour in holo

By JOHN MARSHALL
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Im-
ages of explosions, fire and
dragons stream across a
massive digital screen set
behind a band playing the
opening chords of Dio’s
"King of Rock and Roll.”
The screen switches to an
apocalyptic scene of nu-
clear power plant smoke-
stacks spewing against a
molten-colored sky. The
center section goes dark
and flames appear, trans-
forming into an image fa-
miliar to fans of hard rock/
heavy metal music: the
diminutive figure of Ronnie
James Dio.

The singer died nine years
ago, but advances in ho-
logram technology have
made it possible for fans
tfo wafch him perform and
hear his voice with a live
band in the "Dio Returns”
tour.

The tour, which starts Friday
in Ft. Myers, Florida, will in-
clude alineup of former Dio
band members and spe-
cial guest vocalists playing
a variety of Dio’s songs. The
Dio hologram will perform
on eight songs, with for-
mer Judas Priest singer Tim
“"Ripper” Owens and Lynch
Mob’s Oni Logan handling
the rest during the 90-min-

A%

gram form

This May 23, 2019 photo released by Niji Entertainment shows, from left, singer Tim Owens, bassist
Bjorn Englen, keyboardist Scott Warren, Wendy Dio, widow of Ronnie James Dio, Eyellusion CEO
Jeff Pezzutti, guitarist Craig Goldy, drummer Simon Wright, singer Oni Logan posing to promote the
Dio Returns tour.

ute show.

Guitarist  Craig  Goldy,
drummer Simon Wright and
keyboardist Scott Warren
— all previous Dio members
— will be joined by bass
player Bjorn Englen on the
18-city tour that may ex-
tend after the initial run.
“It's something that we
want to do for the fans
that never got to see Ron-
nie and the band or want

to see them again,” Dio’s
widow, Wendy, said. "This
is a show, bringing Ronnie
back and the memories,
but also the band.”

Dio, who had one of the
most recognizable voices
in hard rock, died from
stomach cancer at 67 in
2010.

Small in stature at 5-foot-
4, he had a soaring-yet-
melodic voice unlike any

Associated Press
other in the genre. Dio
was the lead singer for his
eponymous band as well
as Rainbow. He also joined
Black Sabbath after Ozzy
Osbourne left and had a
successful solo career with
hits like “Holy Diver,” *'Rain-
bow in the Dark” and “The
Last in Line.” He later joined
members of Black Sabbath
in Heaven and Hell.
Wendy Dio first had the

idea of a Ronnie hologram
when she was approached
by Eyellusion CEO Jeff Pez-
Zuttiin 2015.

They collaborated to cre-
ate a Dio hologram that
debuted in front of 75,000
fans at the 2016 Wacken
Open in Germany and a
short European tourin 2017.
Dissatisfied with how the
hologram looked — Wen-
dy Dio in particular didn't
like Ronnie's eyebrows —
the team all but started
over, using breakthroughs
in fechnology to create a
crisper hologram with add-
ed depth.

The video screen also was
expanded to create a
more stirring visual effect,
with dragons and knights
and dramatic scenes sur-
rounding Dio as he per-
forms.

“It's the closest thing you're
going to get from the origi-
nal,” Pezzutti said. “There’s
nothing closer, really. You
want to create some of
the excitement from back
then.”

Eyellusion, a Los Angeles-
based hologram produc-
fion company, uses some
of the same motion-cap-
fure techniques James
Cameron pioneered in the
movie “Avatar” to create
the Dio hologram. 4

Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge offers new world at Disneyland

By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr.
Associated Press
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Star
Wars: Galaxy's Edge is on
the same land as Disney-
land, but stepping into the
new aftraction transports
visitors fo an entirely differ-
ent world.

The theme park offered
media a glimpse into Gal-
axy's Edge on Wednesday.
The exclusive tour included
a Star Wars-themed food
tasting, a stroll through the
Black Spire Outpost market-
place and four-minute ride
on the Millennium Falcon.
A firsthand look fook place
a couple days before Gal-
axy's Edge opens at the
California theme park on
Friday. That's when guests
with a pre-reservation can
experience the largest sin-
gle-themed land created
in a Disney park.

Stormtroopers patrol the Tie Echelon Stage during the Star Wars:
Galaxy’'s Edge Media Preview at Disneyland Park, Wednesday,
May 29, 2019, in Anaheim, Calif.

Disney officials said it took
more the five years to de-
velop and finish the at-
fraction. “I'm very excited
about being this close to
inviting guests and our big-
gest fans fo join us at the
edge of the galaxy,” said

Associated Press
Scott Trowbridge, portfolio
creative executive and stu-
dio leader at Walt Disney
Imagineering. He spoke in
front of the First Order TIE
echelon spaceship.
“"We had the fans in mind
the whole time,” he said.

“"We've been able to kind
of open it up to them and
invite them to kind of join
us on this remotfe outpost
planet.”

Disney christened the land
Wednesday night with a
firework display and an as-
sembly of some of biggest
names in the “Star Wars”
universe: creator George
Lucas and actors Harrison
Ford, Mark Hamill and Billy
Dee Williams.

Galaxy's Edge is an adven-
ture through the grungy
planet Bafuu, a remote
world in the newest “Star
Wars” trilogy, and the fight
between the Resistance
and the evil First Order. The
sprawling 14-acre land has
three different areas in-
cluding the Resistance, First
Order and the Village.
Guests can build their own
droids and lightsabers and

interact with aliens . They
can also step into the
cockpit of the Millennium
Falcon, the exact replica
of the ship from the films,
measuring more than 100
feet long. The interactive
experience allows a team
of six people to operate the
spacecraft during the inter-
active experience.

Guests can take a swig of
the same kind of blue milk
that made an appearance
with Luke Skywalker in “Star
Wars: A New Hope." The
dairy-free milk is a frozen
blend with dashes of citrus
taste.

Disneyland was the second
most popular theme park
in the world last year with
18.6 million visitors. It is sec-
ond only to Disney World in
Florida, where a version of
Galaxy's Edge is scheduled
to open Aug. 29.1
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‘Godazilla’ is back and doing just fine

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

It's been a bit since mov-
iegoers had the chance
to catch up with Godizillg,
five years in fact, which in
cinematic franchise time
feels like at least a few
decades. In other words,
it's understandable if you
go into "Godzilla: King of
the Monsters” a little rusty
on just what went down in
Tokyo and San Francisco
backin 2014,

ﬁ@m
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But “Godrzilla: King of the
Monsters " is a sequel in the
loosest possible sense that
requires minimal recall from
the audience, which is like-
ly a good thing for those
whose brains have been
overloaded with “"Game
of Thrones,” ‘'Avengers”
and “Star Wars” minufiae
and mythology. Worry not,
Godfzilla is here to provide
some old-fashioned sum-
mer spectacle, no Cliffs-
Notes required.
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This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows a scene from “Godazilla: King of the Monsters.”
Associated Press

eco-terrorists led by Jonah

Alan (Charles Dance).

This group wants to use

the ftitans, of which there

It's a low bar, sure, but at
least Godzilla is comfort-
able with its place in the
blockbuster ecosystem.
The fimmakers have even
helpfully shiffed the focus
to another family entirely
for this installment, from the
inert Brodys (Aaron Taylor-
Johnson and Elizabeth OI-
sen) to the Russells, a now-
broken family of scientists
who lived in San Francisco
during the 2014 attack.
There are a few holdovers
though, mostly employees
of Monarch, the secret
multinational organization
that studies the titans, like
Dr. Serizawa (Ken Wata-
nabe) and Dr. Graham
(Sally Hawkins), who are
being accused of hiding
Godrzilla from world gov-
ernments who'd rather just
destroy them all.

As far as the newcom-

ers go, Dr. Emma Russell
(Vera Farmiga) also works
for Monarch and has de-
veloped a machine called
the Orca, which simulates
the sounds of the various
fitans. She believes this
can be used fo help man-
age them. Emma lives with
her 14-year-old daugh-
ter, Madison (“Stranger
Things'” Millie Bobby Brown
in her first major film role),
who is precociously en-
chanted by her mother's
work and admires the pri-
mordial creatures.

Madison’s father Mark Rus-
sell (Kyle Chandler, whose
intensity is at level 10 for
most of the movie) is not
really in the picture, having
left after the San Francisco
incident, but is drawn back
in when Emma and Madi-
son (and the Orca) are kid-
napped by some militant

are now “17 and count-
ing" including a pretty daz-
zZling Mothra and a less-
enchanting three-headed
“Monster Zero,” to help re-
set the planet and reverse
climate change and over-
populatfion. There's some
convenient explanation of
why the radiation from the
titans actually helps revital-
ize vegetation, which, like
many of the silly plot de-
vices in this movie, you kind
of just let slide. That said,
anyone currently watching
“Chernobyl” on HBO will
likely be very stressed out
about the amount of ro-
diation all the humans are
likely absorbing just by be-
ing in proximity to all these
creatures.[]

Amazon to release Mindy Kaling’s new
essay collection

Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Mindy
Kaling is taking a different
path with her next book.
The actress and writer plans
to release her third collec-
tion of essays through Ama-
zon.com's Amazon Original
Stories imprint. The book,
currently untitled, is sched-
uled for the summer 2020.
Amazon announced Tues-
day that topics will include
Kaling's experience as a
single mother and working
with  Reese Witherspoon
and Oprah Winfrey. Ama-
zon is the country’s leading
bookseller but has strug-
gled at times as a publisher
because rival stores are re-
luctant to stock its books.
At Brookline Booksmith, in

This Feb. 24, 2019 file photo shows Mlndy Kalmg at the Vanity Fair
Oscar Party in Beverly Hills, Calif. Kaling plans to release a third
collection of essays in the summer 2020.

Brookline, Massachusetts,
the store's co-owner and
manager, Peter Win, says
the general policy is to
avoid Amazon releases. But
Kaling has a special history
at the Booksmith, where

Associated Press
she appeared on one of
her first stops while promot-
ing the collection *"Why Not
Me.” A possible compro-
mise: Don't stock the new
book, but agree to order it
upon request. ]
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Elite 8: National Spelling Bee too easy for octet of champs

By BEN NUCKOLS
Associated Press

OXON HILL, Md. (AP) —
There were warning signs
throughout a marathon
day of spelling that this
Scripps  National Spelling
Bee would not conclude
like any otherin the event’s
94-year history.

Rishik Gandharsi sensed it
as he stepped to the mi-
crophone for the ninth
round of Thursday night's
prime-time finals, when he
was one of eight spellers re-
maining onstage.

"Just out of curiosity,” Rishik
asked pronouncer Jacques
Bailly, “do you happen to
know what fime it is2”

It was 11:18 p.m. Forty-five
minutes latfer, Rishik was
a champion. So was Erin
Howard. So were Saketh
Sundar, Shruthika Padhy,
Sohum Sukhantankar, Ab-
hijay Kodali, Christopher
Serrao and, finally, Rohan
Raja. The eight co-cham-
pions closed out the bee
by spelling 47 consecutive
words correctly.

All eight received the full
winner's freight of $50,000
in cash and a new, custom-
designed trophy, because
Scripps simply could not
come up with words diffi-
cult enough to challenge
them.

There was plenty of concern
after the bee ended in fies
three years in a row, from
2014-2016, that the very
best spellers might be too
good for the bee. Scripps
came up with a written tie-
breaker test of both spelling
and vocabulary, a solution
no one was thrilled about.
After two years in which the
test wasn't needed, bee
officials decided it was too
burdensome on the spellers
and goft rid of if.

The rules going into this
year's bee called for, at
most, three co-champions.
A contingency plan for
even more winners was
developed on the fly Thurs-
day afternoon, after bee
officials evaluated spellers’
performance in the early fi-
nal rounds. It took 52 hours
fo narrow the field from 50
kids to 16.

"We are closely connected
to the difficulty level at the
program, so we are quite
aware of the rising level

of competition. This does
not actually surprise us at
all,” said Paige Kimble,
the bee's executive direc-

—

“I'm very glad they
stopped where they did,”
said Shruthika, a 13-year-
old from Cherry Hill, New

Among the words that
earned spellers a share of
the title: “auslaut,” ‘'pal-
ama,” ‘“'cernuous” and

Co-champions of the 2019 Scripps National Spelling Bee, Shruthika Padhy, 13, of Cherry Hill, N.J.,
Erin Howard, 14, of Huntsville, Ala., Rishik Gandhasri, 13, of San Jose, Calif., Christopher Serrao, 13,
of Whitehouse Station, N.J., Saketh Sundar, 13, of Clarksville, Md., Sohum Sukhatankar, 13, of Dal-
las, Texas, Rohan Raja, 13, of Irving, Texas, and Abhijay Kodali, 12, of Flower Mound, Texas, hold
the trophy in Oxon Hill, Md., Friday, May 31, 2019.

tor. “We didn’t go into the
competition tonight not
knowing that this was a
possibility and not having a

plan.”
Bailly, the longtime pro-
nouncer and the be-

loved public face of the
bee, broke the news to a
stunned crowd in a con-
vention center ballroom
oufside Washington after
the eight eventual champs
had gone through two con-
secutive perfect rounds.
"Champion spellers, we are
now in uncharted territory,”
Bailly said. "We do have
plenty of words remaining
on our list. But we will soon
run out of words that will
possibly challenge you, the
most phenomenal collec-
tion of super spellers in the
history of this competition.”
There would be three
rounds, Bailly said, and any-
one who got through them
would be a champion. No
one came close to missing
a word.

For the winners, fatfigue
was the only real concern.
Shruthika staggered to the
microphone for her last few
words and greeted Bailly
with a wan, hoarse voice.

Jersey.

“l feel like there was no
better way to do it,” said
Saketh, who's also 13 and
lives in Clarksville, Mary-
lond. "I don't know if |
would've won if they kept
going. | was super tired be-
cause it was like 12:00, and
| was exhausted.”

Kimble has long insisted
that Scripps would never
subject spellers fo an en-
durance contest, and she
had no regrets about the
way it ended.

“Look at these kids. They
worked so hard and they
achieved so much,” Kim-
ble said. “I think it's the best
night ever for the bee.”

But there were murmurs
of discontent among the
ex-spellers and  spelling
experts in the crowd. The
words, they said, were just
too easy.

Naysa Modi, last year's
runner-up who surprisingly
missed out on the finals this
year because of her writ-
ten test score, was in fears
as the confetti fell. She said
the winners were deserving,
but the final words weren't
fough enough for them, or
her.

Associated Press

“odylic.”

“This would never happen
at my bee,” said Rahul Wa-
lia, founder of the South
Asian Spelling Bee, where
Sohum defeated Abhijay
for the ftitle last year. He said
Scripps was just scratching
the surface of words that
could confuse or frip up
elite competitors.

The South Asian bee and
the North South Foundation
bee, national competitions
available to spellers only of
South Asian descent, are
among the many reasons
Indian-Americans have
come fo dominate the
Scripps bee over the past
two decades.

Erin was the first champion
without South Asian heri-
tage since Evan O’'Dorney
in 2007.

“I never expected for this to
happen. | was convinced
that the bell was going to
ring on me at some point
tfoday, but for some rea-

son it did not,” said Erin, @
14-year-old from Huntsville,
Alabama. “This is the culmi-
nation of the past six years
of my life. So frankly, | just
can't believe that I'm here
right now.”

The majority of the spell-
ers had personal coaches,
and 13 of the 16 used word
lists and study materials
compiled by ex-spellers
Shobha Dasari and her
younger brother, Shourav.
Shobha, who's 18 and will
go to Stanford in the fall,
said the proliferation of pri-
vate coaches and online
study guides has simplified
speller preparation, but
she sfill gave credit to the
champions.

“The kids still have to put in
the work,” Shobha said.
Three of the champions
are from the Dallas areaq,
perhaps the most competi-
tive region in the country:
Sohum, Abhijay and Ro-
han. New Jersey had two
champs, in Christopher
and Shruthika. Rishik, from
San Jose, California, was
the only one of the self-pro-
claimed  “octo-champs”
from the West Coast.
Perhaps the speller who
had the oddest experience
was Simone Kaplan, the
last kid to misspell a word
Thursday night. Simone, @
13-year-old from Davie,
Florida, who dazzled the
crowd by shouting out defi-
nitions and obscure roofs,
finished ninth, but she also
tfurned out to be the run-
ner-up.

Simone is in seventh grade,
which means next year
is her final year of eligibil-
ity. Champions are barred
from defending their ftitles,
so she wouldn't have to
face any of the kids who
beat her. But she’s not sure
if she'll fry again, because
she was safisfied with her
performance.

“I do feel that this is a
stfrange occurrence,” Sim-
one said in an aftempt fo
sum up the night. “A fie-
breaker test could have po-
tentially come in handy.”



SATURDAY 1 JUNEAZ§129| FEAT“ RE

Making, drinking arak a source of national pride in Lebanon

By FADI TAWIL

Associated Press
TAANAYEL, Lebanon (AP)
— Every part of Lebanon’s
natfional drink, arak, is in-
fused with fradition — from
distilling the aniseed-tinged
liquor to the ritual of mixing
it at the table, when the
fransparent liquid suddenly
turns milky white as water is
added.

Arak is a staple of big Sun-
day meals. With a sweet
taste and high alcohol con-
tent, around 40 percent, it's
best consumed with food
— lotfs of it. That makes it
perfect for Lebanon’s fro-
ditional meze, spreads of
never-ending small dishes
that family and friends lin-
ger over for hours.
Aficionados say arak is vi-
tal to digesting the home-
made raw meat dishes that
are central to a meze. The
real impact comes at the
end of the meal, when you
stand up after all that eat-
ing and the alcohol from
glass after glass really hits.
But the fradition is facing
competition in Lebanon as
young generations opt for
liquors like vodka or whiskey
that are easier fo mix and
drink — without a meal.
Arck is comparable to
Greece's ouzo or Turkey's
raki, which are also grape-
based drinks with the lico-
rice-like flavor of anise. Leb-
anese say arak is smoother.
Many families make it af
home, each boasting their
parficular flavor and kick.
Restaurants often serve
both commercially pro-
duced versions and home-
made varieties, known as
“Arak Baladeh.” Regulars

In this Saturday Sept. 8, 2018 photo, a Lebanese man drinks arak from a traditional glass pitcher
during a festival that celebrates Lebanon’s national alcoholic drink, in the town of Taanayel, east

Lebanon.

usually opt for the home-
made. With so much home
production, it is hard to tell
how much arak is made.
Lebanon’s Blom Bank esti-
mated in 2016 that around
2 billion bottles a year are
produced in the country,
with nearly a quarter of it
exported, mostly for Leba-
nese expats yearning for
their local drink.

At a recent festival in Ta-
anayel, a town east of
Beirut, several commercial
companies and smaller
boutique houses show-
cased their araks in a cel-
ebration aimed at promot-
ing the drink to the young.
Christiane Issa, whose fam-
ily owns one of Lebanon’s
largest arak producers,
Doumaine de Tourelles,

In this Saturday Sept. 8, 2018 photo, a worker carries bag of anise
that is used to produce arak, Lebanon’s national alcoholic drink,
at the Doumaine de Tourelles winery, in the town of Chtaura,
east Lebanon.

Associated Press

said the drink is a natural
digestif. It was a nod to
Lebanon’s growing mar-
ket for holistic and natural
products.

“The most important thing
about arak is that our
grandfathers used herbs 1o
freat illness, not medicine.
They believed in herbs, so
they chose to make arak
with green anise because it
has anethole, a compound
that aids digestfion,” said
Issa, the company’s admin-
istrative manager.

Some Beirut bars have in-
froduced an infused ver-
sion of arak, adding a twig
of basil or rosemary, to at-
fract young drinkers. Issa
suggests watermelon.
Passions run strong over ev-

Associated Press
It is fo be drunk from small
glasses — bigger than a
shot glass but smaller than
an Old Fashioned glass —
arranged on a tray at the
top of a table laden with
meze. A new glass is used
with  each new serving.
Some prefer to drink it in a
tall glass.
It is often mixed in a fradi-
tional glass pitcher, round
with a short beak-like spout.
That makes it easy to drink
straight from the pitcher
when the party really gets
going.
Drinkers staunchly debate
the best way to mix.
Some prefer half water, half
arak — a strong, sweet mix,
usually not for the newbies.
More common is one-third

arak to two-thirds water, to

In this Saturday Sept. 8, 2018 photo, workers unload freshly
picked grapes to be cleaned and begin the process that
turns them into arak, Lebanon’s national alcoholic drink, at
the Doumaine de Tourelles winery, in the town of Chtaura east

Lebanon.

Associated Press

prolong the drinking and
the gathering.

The ice cubes are another
discussion. For some, the
glass is filled with ice cubes
first before pouring the
drink. Those truly religious
about the drink insist that
ice must come last.

No one can clearly explain
the difference, but theories
abound. Some say arak is
further weakened if the ice
is already sitting in the glass.
Others say, don’'t question
fradition.

The making of arak is a
family affair, with secrefs
passed from one genero-
fion to another.

Central to the process is a
friple distillation using a sfill
called a “karakeh” in Ara-
bic. The harvest is in Sep-
tember and October. The
grapes are crushed and
left to ferment for three
weeks. The mix is then putin
the lower part of the kara-
keh, where it is heated until
it evaporates and cooled
in the top part by a stream
of cold water. At this stage,
it is pure alcohol. Anise and
water may be added in
the second or third distilla-
fion. The mix is what makes
each house'’s taste unique.
Homemade arak usually
goes straight info gallon
containers after distillation,
ready for drinking. In com-
mercial production, the
arak sits in clay jugs for a
year, making it smoother,
Issa said. “Wine ages but
arak rests,” Issa said.

Issa’'s father infroduced a
new technique, lefting it
sit in the clay jugs for five
years before going to mar-
ket. Her family bought Dou-
maine de Tourelles 18 years
ago and now it produces
350,000 bofttles a year of
Arak Brun, named after the
Frenchman who founded it
in 1868.

At the Taanayel festival,
visitors sipped on the sweet
drink with their meals.
Michel Sabat was market-
ing his new Arak al-Naim, or
“Arak of Paradise.”

He said with so many pro-
ducers, arak can only get
better.

“There is a lot of competi-
fion here in Lebanon, so
those who produce arak
have to make sure it is very
good quality.”]



